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Logjam ends; Parliament
to debate Constitution

At meeting called by Speaker, ruling side agrees to allow certain controversial topics to be raised

during Zero Hour; Congress decides not to cause any disruption over Adani indictment issue

[GS Paper II: Parliament

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

n a breakthrough to
l end the logjam that

had paralysed the
Winter Session of Parlia-
ment, the government and
the Opposition reached a
consensus on holding a
discussion on the Constitu-
tion in both Houses. The
Lok Sabha will hold the
discussion on December 13
and 14 and the Rajya Sabha
on December 16 and 17.

The ruling side agreed
to allow certain issues such
as the Bangladesh situation
and the violence in Samb-
hal to be raised during Ze-
ro Hour, but did not accede
to any discussion on the
Adani indictment.

The main Opposition
party, the Congress, decid-
ed not to disrupt Parlia-
ment over the Adani issue,

y

Major breakthrough: Floor leaders of various parties at a meeting

at the chamber of the Speaker in Parliament on Monday. ANI

but it will hold a protest
outside the Makar Dwar of
the Parliament complex at
10.30 a.m. on Tuesday.
Before the protest, at a
meeting of INDIA bloc
leaders, the Congress will
ask other parties to join the

demonstration, sources
said.
The breakthrough came

at a meeting of floor lead-
ers of all parties called by
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la, where the government
conceded to the demand
for holding a discussion on
the Constitution. Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
had made the demand in

separate letters to Rajya
Sabha Chairperson Jag-
deep Dhankhar and Mr.
Birla, respectively, last
week.

“The Lok Sabha Speak-
er met with floor leaders of
all the parties. Everybody
expressed their frustration
on Parliament not func-
tioning. Everybody was of
the view that it was not ap-
propriate to waste people’s
money. The Opposition al-
so put forward their de-
mand, there was a propo-
sal in Business Advisory
Committee to have discus-
sion on the Constitution,
the government has agreed
to it,” Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
told presspersons.

CONTINUED ON
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Logjam ends; Parliament to debate Constitution

O Afa0Yr AT iy 9w ==t gl

In a breakthrough to end the logjam that had paralysed the Winter
Session of Parliament, the government and the Opposition reached a
consensus on holding a discussion on the Constitution in both
Houses.

THE & faFrellsT §F F1 997 T o e AR FT FATCT FA F
foe, &R 3R Ruer & &iw geafa o F gug & Q=) aear #
a9 =t i S|
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e The Lok Sabha will hold the discussion on December 13 and 14, and the Rajya Sabha
on December 16 and 17.

Mg & TaT 13 3K 14 REew 1 gl 3tk Toager & 16 3R 17 REaT 1

e The ruling side agreed to allow certain issues such as the Bangladesh situation and
the violence in Sambhal to be raised during Zero Hour, but did not accede to any
discussion on the Adani indictment.

ARG UaT o e HTel o NIl avaresr 1 fPufa s worer & e S feet & 309
1 At &, Afehet JrsTelt AT W T o Tt & fov wgAfd wE &

e The main Opposition party, the Congress, decided not to disrupt Parliament over the
Adani issue, but it will hold a protest outside the Makar Dwar of the Parliament complex
at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday.

AEg fquell oardl HTE = ST A W TS HT &MT o el 1 @0 forr, Afepe

HITIIR 1 Fag 10:30 ot HHG TRIX & AHT gaR & SgL Fe el Haf|
o Before the protest, at a meeting of INDIA bloc leaders, the Congress will ask other
parties to join the demonstration, sources said.

YT ¥ Ugel INDIA I3aYeT & Adi3i HI o H, FET 37 Tifear & vedT &
MRS Blol & AL M, Gl o Fg|

e The breakthrough came at a meeting of floor leaders of all parties called by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, where the government conceded to the demand for holding a
discussion on the Constitution.

g HBeldl AIHTAT eTeT A TRAT canr gos a1 Tl ol & FaR A3 HT doh
H e, ST8T WMFPR & WA W Tt & #ALT F FeR HAT|

e Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge and Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi
had made the demand in separate letters to Rajya Sabha Chairperson Jagdeep
Dhankhar and Mr. Birla, respectively, last week.

AT IeTe] Afediol @t IR fAUeT & AT Tger e =7 WAool g Toaasm &
HEFeT T gT@s 3 A QAT Y 37eer-37e19T 9 foga Ig AT fr A

e “The Lok Sabha Speaker met with floor leaders of all the parties. Everybody expressed

their frustration on Parliament not functioning. Everybody was of the view that it was
not appropriate to waste people’s money,” said Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju.
"SR 3egeT o Fell el F FeR AT § Hemhd H| @I A dHe & g 7
B X 39T fAmem s Y| @l T AAAT AT fF SiATT & 4 F §6ig Fr 3T
Tl &, VAT Fy HEE w1 FN fRde RS el

e« The Opposition also put forward their demand, and there was a proposal in the

Business Advisory Committee to have a discussion on the Constitution, which the
government agreed to.

fauer 7 ot 39l ART W, 3R cyaaT FaEeR dfAfa J Gfaue | g9 Fe F#7
JEATd AT, S8 WER o ThRR w7 form|

Government Refuses Discussion on Adani Indictment

WHR o HEHT AFS W Tl § sasR Har
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e The government refused to accede to a discussion on the Adani indictment, arguing
that the developments had taken place in a foreign country, according to sources.

Wﬁmmwwﬁwwm,waﬁaﬁ@%ﬁwﬁmﬁ
qQUAA EU &, FA $ 3TAR

e Congress sources stated that the government's decision to agree to a debate on the
Constitution was a "climbdown."

ST FAT A el o AU T TgH & T FgATd ST ThR AT "Toieed T
oA Y|

Sambhal Issue and Other Discussions
o Aeal AR 3T Ta¢

e During the meeting with Speaker Om Birla, it was decided that:
AFTHT ETeT A AT & Ay do& & el Jg Ao forr a=r
o Samajwadi Party would raise the Sambhal issue.
ATSATE) Tl Hover HeaT 3o1ean |
o Trinamool Congress would discuss the situation in Bangladesh.
qUIAE FAW Fieareer fr Rufa W ==t S

o DMK would discuss the devastation caused by Cyclone Fengal during Zero
Hour.

ATHS YLrIFIT & GRIof Tohatd $arel § g domer W Hf|

First Bill of the Session
9 FT 9geT Q9as

e Union Minister Kiren Rijiju announced that the first Bill of this Session would be
passed on Tuesday.

Fera 7 fror RS ewon &t for s&@ @ &1 ggar fAdgs Herear H R gl

Parliament Paralysis Since November 25
25 AGaY ¥ WHG FT ST giam

e The functioning of both Houses had been paralysed since the start of the Winter
Session on November 25.

25aﬁwﬁayxgvaﬁammwmﬁaﬁmmmmﬁwml

e Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha had functioned for only 67 minutes and 93 minutes,
respectively.

ANHTAT 3 TSIGHT A HHLT: Thad 67 fAeIe 31 93 Aere 1A )

Congress Facing Isolation on Adani Issue

e ATHS 9T HIEAT HAT-YoldT
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e The development occurred as the Congress faced increasing isolation over stalling
Parliament on the Adani issue.

WWWW@’MWWWWWWﬁWW%WM—

qoI9r 9s Jar |

e Some Opposition parties felt that by stalling Parliament, they were falling into the
government’s trap.

Fo fueh gol w1 o9 & d@e # o7 FXh I WHER F Ao A HF 7 &

Alternatives Discussed in INDIA Bloc Meeting
sf3ar sate A do A RFeal W =T

¢ In a meeting of INDIA bloc parties, Rahul Gandhi emphasized that the Adani issue
could not be dropped as it concerned the people.

mmm&mﬁ@mﬁmm%mwaﬁmm
HohdT Fifeh Ig SiarT ¥ Faiaa gl

e Some Left leaders suggested alternatives like a march to Rashtrapati Bhavan or a
dharna inside Parliament.

o qIAGYY AT 7 AUl ST aF A AT WG F HW A S [aehed FT|

Congress Push for Constitution Debate

U 989 ¥F T 99 &7 & a9

e Congress leaders Gaurav Gogoi and K.C. Venugopal met Speaker Birla and reiterated
their demand for a two-day discussion on the Constitution.

HIIH AT AR MNS 3R F.4fY. Jopeiarer F T e @ Hefrwrd FTar e i
TEW T AT AFIS|

o Following this, the Speaker called for a meeting of floor leaders of all parties.

$a% dG, T o @l Goll & FAR N3 T A& Jors |

Congress Protest Outside Makar Dwar
AFY GaR & g FEE &1 vl

e The decision for the protest outside the Makar Dwar was taken during a Congress
meeting, attended by Rahul Gandhi.

HHY EAR & STET Yt I A0 Fidw do & R forar aram, e Tger e
39T 3|

Zero Hour

e Zero Hour refers to the time immediately after the Question Hour in the Indian
Parliament. It starts around 12 noon, which is why it is called Zero Hour.
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SIRY 3R HRAT HHe H YeAehlel & R d1G & AT g1 TE o91e7T
12 91 I BT 8, $HTAT 3@ SIRY 31MaX gl SieT &

e During Zero Hour, Members of Parliament (MPs) can raise important issues of
national or public interest with prior notice to the Speaker of the Lok Sabha or
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha.

SIRT 3TaR & NI, |iEE USE AT WSl fod & Agcaqul Heg

IR ET HETET AT ATHAT HHITT &l Jd FIT G 38T Hehdl B

« This practice is not mentioned in the Rules of Procedure of Parliament but
evolved over time as a convention to address urgent matters.

g UTehaT TUE & UTshdTcHs fAaar & 3fedafaa a8 g afces gag &
maww%mﬁﬁm@agé%mﬁmﬁaﬁﬁm
ST 9o |

e Zero Hour is an Indian innovation, introduced in 1962, and is unique to the
Indian parliamentary system.

SIRT TR Ueh R AaraR 8, 5 1962 7 & foham o, 3R Ig
AT FEET gorrelr &1 fafrsear g

Business Advisory Committee

e Role and Function:
o The Business Advisory Committee (BAC) regulates the program and
timetable of the House.

o U TATT Tl & FHA IR AT arolr &1 Fafaa &=dar
gl

o Itensures the efficient conduct of legislative and other business brought
before the House by the government.
o UG GRARHT Fr & o THR SaRT HeaT & HHET oT T

FarRly 3R 3= SRt & r go‘\floidll-lt\élch gl gl

o Composition:
o Lok Sabha: The BAC in Lok Sabha comprises 15 members, including
the Speaker, who serves as its chairperson.

o TR AR T 39 AATT H 15 JeTT gId &, foretad T
sq% 3egeT gia B

o Rajya Sabha: In the Rajya Sabha, it consists of 11 members, and the
Chairman (Vice President of India) acts as its ex-officio chairman.
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o VI UAoITAT H Ig 11 HSEAT Fr gidr &, 3 3T+ 3regeT
(HRA & 3WISgufd) UesT 37eTeT & & H T Fd &l

« Significance:

o The committee helps streamline the proceedings by allocating time for
discussions, debates, and the passing of bills.

o Ig afAfa =an, 989 AR AdTs & aila g & fov a7y
ITafed Fh FAAE F FAE T B

o Italso prevents unnecessary delays in legislative functioning.

o Tg TURN T H 37aA1aTS S & off Vvt Tl

BJP meet likely to choose
Chief Minister tomorrow

[GS Paper 1I: Whip |

Snehal Mutha
Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

With the swearing-in of a
new Mahayuti government
in Maharashtra to be held
on Thursday, Caretaker
Chief Minister and Shiv Se-
na chief Eknath Shinde is
recovering from illness and
his party is yet to decide on
a Deputy Chief Minister.

The BJP appointed Un-
ion Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman and
former Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter Vijay Rupani as central
observers for a meeting of
its MLAs-elect who will
elect the legislature party
leader and the Chief Whip
of the party at a meeting at
on Wednesday at the Cen-
tral Hall of the Vidhan Bha-
van here.

On Monday evening, Na-
tionalist Congress Party
leader Ajit Pawar reached
New Delhi. Mr. Shinde’s
son, Shrikant Shinde, MP,
took to X to deny reports
about his name being con-

Shrikant Shinde.

sidered for the Deputy
Chief Minister’s position.
“The swearing-in cere-
mony of the Mahayuti go-
vernment has been de-
layed, which has led to a
surge in the discussions
and rumours. Hon. Care-
taker CM Shri Eknath
Shinde had to take rest at
his native place for two
days due to health issues...
There have been specula-
tions about me becoming
the DCM. But these news
reports are baseless and
unfounded,” he posted.
Top sources in the Shiv
Sena told The Hindu that
the decision on the Deputy

Chief Minister had not
been made yet and it is not
yet clear if Mr. Eknath
Shinde will take the post or
appoint someone else.

“We have asked for the
Home portfolio. But the
discussion on it has not yet
taken place. We will be a
part of the government. It
will be a Shiv Sena DCM.
We will have our share of
the cabinet berths. But the
decision on who the face of
the DCM will be, has not
yet been taken,” a senior
leader said.

Sources said that since
Mr. Shinde was recovering,
the discussion had not
gone ahead. “There is no
problem about coordina-
tion. He has worked so
hard for such a long time.
He is now recovering,” a
leader close to the Caretak-
er Chief Minister said. Mr.
Shinde has sought 14 Minis-
terial berths, including the
10 his party had last held.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

BJP meet likely to
choose Chief Minister
tomorrow

HATSIUT T doF FHAd:
mﬂmﬁﬂm
HLIT

) With the swearing-in of a new
Mahayuti government in Maharashtra to
be held on Thursday, Caretaker Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena chief Eknath
Shinde is recovering from illness, and his
party is yet to decide on a Deputy Chief
Minister.

HERTSE H 7§ AT WIHR & A9 AGoT
AR HT G| FHrddaiges FEIAA AR
I8 JHq@ vhary R A & 3 @
& 3R 3R ot F 3 T SwHEEHEA

&7 fooTy g7 form g1
. The BJP has appointed Union

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and
former Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani

as central observers for a meeting of its MLAs-elect. This meeting will elect the
legislature party leader and Chief Whip on Wednesday at the Central Hall of the
Vidhan Bhavan in Mumbai.

AT & harg fad #r fastem far@er 3R e & 99 gegHE e waoft
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Rt &1 Yok & foav S gdders Fgea R 8 a8 dok quar i {93 &
e srae & e glar A Q19N ST faurges g & AT AR HE& FAds H TI
fopar SrTam|

« On Monday evening, Nationalist Congress Party leader Ajit Pawar reached New Delhi.
WHAR ATH 1 Tsgarel Hidd Iiél & A wfard var @ el wg|

e Shrikant Shinde, son of Eknath Shinde, denied reports about his name being
considered for the Deputy Chief Minister’s position in a post on X.

Ty RIE F ¢ Braa Y A 3w 9g & AU 3 AW ) faEr e S dr
Rarda & x . @i & G

e He posted that the swearing-in ceremony was delayed due to health issues faced by
Mr. Shinde and that speculations about him becoming DCM were "baseless and
unfounded"”.

3egial Uee o foh eray 1gor WARNE R A FARET FHEAISH & HROT TAMT g3
3 37 IYFETHA qo1at bl 37cehel "TARTUR"

e Senior Shiv Sena leaders mentioned that the decision on the Deputy Chief Minister
has not been made yet.

fRIe@er & aftss Aanit F Fr & svgegah & vy w 3 weafa & = g

e The Shiv Sena has asked for the Home portfolio, but discussions on cabinet berths
have not yet taken place.

fRIa@en =1 g FArerF AT &, AT ARAST # REGE X ad 38 A€ g3 B
e A senior leader stated, “It will be a Shiv Sena DCM, but the face of the Deputy Chief
Minister has not been finalized.”

Teh IS AT o el, "Tg RGGAT 1 SUATTAA §raT, SAfehed ITHETHA FT A5 3780
T LT B3I &I

e Mr. Shinde has sought 14 Ministerial berths, including the 10 his party previously held.
A RS o7 14 7= 9gi Fr Aer ¥ g, T 370 IIEl ganT gger ¥ FH T 10 UG
enfaer £l

e Sources stated that discussions were delayed due to Mr. Shinde’s health recovery, but
coordination issues were ruled out.

T o w1 & a9t s R F Faeed a1 & RO Qefad & 715 o, ofea geay
N gHEAT T8
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1984 riots: court to hear case

against Tytler on December 9

A Delhi court on Monday fixed December 9 for
the recording of statements of two former police
officers as witnesses in a 1984 anti-Sikh riots case
against Congress leader Jagdish Tytler. Special
CBI Judge Jitendra Singh deferred the hearing
after being informed that the witnesses were not
in a position to depose on Monday. The judge on
November 23 summoned the witnesses — Ravi
Sharma and Dharam Chand. Mr. Tytler appeared
before the court in person. The case is linked to
the killings of three Sikhs at Gurudwara Pul
Bangash in the national capital in 1984. er
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1984 riots: court to hear
case against Tytler on
December 9

1984 & Ea: TFCX &
f@eamd AT 9 fRFaR &
AT ST

e A Delhi court on Monday fixed December
9 for recording the statements of two former
police officers as witnesses in a 1984 anti-Sikh
riots case against Congress leader Jagdish
Tytler.

el &Y 3rgTerd o BIHAR FI AT AT FITGHA
TR & W 1984 & @ faefh gt A
7 ar o gfow el & et & &9 7

AT Gl el o folv 9 e Fr ak@ aa &l

. Special CBI Judge Jitendra Singh
deferred the hearing after being informed that the
witnesses were not in a position to depose on
Monday.

fadw Hiamg s Frde Mg Gorare 1 e
fear 59 3¢ gfaa frar arn f& ararg |erEar
9 S H Fufa & a7 9

. The judge on November 23 summoned the
witnesses, Ravi Sharma and Dharam Chand.

S o 23 STge} T @R WA TAT IR A 9 FT GHA AT AT
e Mr. Tytler appeared before the court in person.
M TrFTeR IFAINT FT ¥ 3elald H 3uRyd gul

e The case is linked to the killings of three Sikhs at Gurudwara Pul Bangash in the

national capital in 1984.

Tg HATHCIT 1984 H UG TSTUTAT o I[FeaRT qol sarer # il @l hr gear & v &
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A wake-up call
Policymakers must not make light of

underwhelming growth numbers
E ven the most pessimistic economic fore-

casters did not anticipate the sharp down-

turn in economic momentum reflected in
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimates for
the July-September quarter. From a five-quarter
low of 6.7% in the first quarter (Q1), most inde-
pendent economists expected GDP growth of
6.5% in 2, citing slackening urban demand indi-
cators such as moderating GST revenue growth,
and weak consumer durables’ and non-durables’
sales. The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in its October re-
view, pegged Q2 growth at 7%, while RBI officials
projected a 6.8% uptick in an article soon after.
That the actual number came in at just 5.4% — the
slowest since the third quarter of 2022-23 — with
the Gross Value-Added (GVA) in the economy ris-
ing at a marginally better 5.6%, is, therefore, a sig-
nificant shock. From a robust 8.2% GDP uptick
last year, expectations of another year of 7%-plus
growth in 2024-25 now appear precariously
poised if not overtly optimistic, with the first half
clocking just 6% growth.

The RBI's MPC, which meets again this week,
would certainly have to reorient its 7.2% growth
forecast for the year, and may find it tougher to
keep its focus on reining in inflation amid recent
calls from Ministers to cut interest rates to sup-
port flailing growth impulses and investments.
With inflation at a 15-month high of 6.2% in Oc-
tober, the RBI, which is committed to wait for a
durable decline in price rise before switching
gears on rates, is unlikely to accede to these calls
just yet. It may, at best, unveil measures to ease
tight liquidity conditions. Mint Street czars have a
tough tightrope walk ahead in the face of the
growth slump. North Block officials have, howev-
er, sought to downplay the recent streak of weak-
er economic indicators, and termed the Q2
growth print a ‘one-off” number due to an urban
demand slack that should dissipate in the months
ahead. While rural demand is expected to perk
up the economy in the second half of the year,
along with a relative ramp-up in public capex that
has suffered so far this year — thanks to a Q1
pause due to the general election and tepid Q2
spends amid an extended monsoon — it may be
too complacent to assume that urban consump-
tion will rebound on its own and interest rates are
the only constraint for growth. Poor wage in-
creases and persistent price rise have caught up
on urban wallets, and cannot be wished away.
The Centre must shed its ‘all is well’ approach,
and ring in fiscal measures, including cuts on fuel
taxes and high GST rates on some items, to ease
living costs and revive demand.
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A Wake-Up Call
AP Y g3t

Even the most pessimistic economic forecasters
did not anticipate the sharp downturn in
economic momentum reflected in the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) estimates for the July-
September quarter.

ga@ farmemardy anfdw srfasaaerar st ems-RAdae
foamd & fAT aFea e 3cUE (GDP) ATl &
e afg F g FRmEe i 37T 78 =3 W@ A

eFrom a five-quarter low of 6.7% in Q1, most independent
economists expected GDP growth of 6.5% in Q2, citing
slackening urban demand indicators such as moderating GST
revenue growth and weak consumer durables’ and non-
durables’ sales.

Tgelt A (Q1) H 5-faAd & ~ywaw 6.7% W, fewier TadT
A& o Ed fAAE (Q2) # GDP Jgf&r 6.5% &I 371
oY, fo# el AT Fhdwl S GST ered o & Har 3N

3usiFar fRars 3R R-Rem awqst i FaaR fMhr 1 3e0g

fRar Irar |

e The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) in its October review pegged Q2 growth at 7%, while
RBI officials projected a 6.8% uptick in an article soon after.

W Red d% (RBI) Fr #ifge Aifa a@fa (MPC) & 3ra=ir
Jrergay AT A Q2 Jef&r Y 7% 31iepr, STafeh RBI &Rt o
Tsh oG H U 6.8% d gEfroh &9 H 3MefATAT fohar|

e The actual GDP number came in at just 5.4%, the slowest since

the third quarter of 2022-23, with Gross Value-Added (GVA) in
the economy rising marginally better at 5.6%.

JIEdTde GDP &hdol 5.4% 9T 37T, ST 2022-23 T dad A &
SIe @ed AT Y, et deqaedr # ghT Hed-gofd (GVA) ArsT
S8a¥ 5.6% 9T ST

eFrom a robust 8.2% GDP uptick last year, expectations of
another year of 7%-plus growth in 2024-25 now appear
precariously poised with the first half clocking just 6% growth.

e a¥ &1 Aslgd 8.2% GDP g&f&r &, 2024-25 F 7%-& o=
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gefar T 3FAE 39 TR # @ W €, Fifn ugel SHET H dhael 6% Fefdr aor
EIE]

The RBI’s MPC, meeting again this week, would have to reorient its 7.2% growth
forecast for the year and may find it tougher to focus on containing inflation amid
recent calls to cut interest rates.

RBI #T MPC, ST 38 g i & do& &Y W ¢, F a¥ & AT 391 7.2% Jefr &
YaTTATA &l Gof: AUTRA e g AR giel & sater & 7 Fweledt & 3rearsi & dra

AEERTT A AT o R e HRT AT HfdeT & Fhell &
With inflation at a 15-month high of 6.2% in October, the RBI is unlikely to cut rates
but may introduce measures to ease tight liquidity conditions.

FFgE H 6.2% T 15 AR A 3T AR & A1y, RBI I 7 avelddl &1 Ferraar
el § ofehet dor averar fPufaal A Irae q@@ & [T 3urg Y Fehar B

North Block officials have termed the Q2 growth a ‘one-off’ number, attributing it to
urban demand slack that should dissipate in the coming months.

I sdled F AAFNRAT A @l At 7 gefar 1 v ax A "gear gar g, 59 wd
AFT H PREE & FROT AT, ST 3T dTel FRIAT & THATCT gl a8

While rural demand is expected to pick up in the second half of the year, it may be
overly complacent to assume that urban consumption will rebound on its own.

ST amior AT Y T @l SAR H Fow T 3G §, Ig A o T IHATT
g ThaT & b @l IT9ET 39T 39 a9 3HT AT |

Poor wage increases and persistent price rises have strained urban wallets,
necessitating fiscal measures like fuel tax cuts and lower GST rates on some items.

FA Aq ot IR TIMAR FeT et o1 Mg Foie W gara srelm g, o fow
TSrRINT 39T S $aer AU A Feldt 3R F& a3 W GST aX gers i HaeTh
gl

The Centre must move beyond its ‘all is well’ approach and focus on measures to
revive demand and ease living costs.

e @ I T F& S ¢ TREHOT Y I Feol AfRT IR AT gASiifad e 3R
SasT I AT A ATH T F 3URT R €A Hfgd AT aIfRu|

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is a body constituted by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to oversee and regulate monetary policy in India. It was established under
the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, following the Monetary Policy Framework
Agreement between the Government of India and RBI in 2015.
Composition: The MPC consists of six members:

o Three officials from RBI (including the RBI Governor who is the ex-officio

chairperson).

o Three external members appointed by the Government of India.
The primary goal of the MPC is to ensure price stability and inflation control, keeping
the inflation target at 4% with a band of +/- 2%.
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Hindi:

Hindi:

The MPC meets every two months (six times a year) to review the policy stance,
including the repo rate, reverse repo rate, and other tools to influence money supply.

Aifger aAifa afafa (MPC) sRdr Rad d% (RBI) garT Ifsd we e § St ok
# Afger Afa &1 Adetor 3R Fea Far &1 5@ Rad d« 3% $f3ar vae, 1934
& ded T fRar a=r o1, S 2015 H HRT TSR 3R 3RERE & &9 #ifgs
Afa =T AT 7 9T FIAT g
AT MPC # B & 8id &

o dIF IREBTS & IRFR (FT8 3IREBTS F 79 S AdesT 3regeT 8l

g)l
o el SEY HeE fSie¢ $IRA WPR @RI fAgerd foham Sirarm g

MPC &I H&T 3¢c?¥ Hed fEXdr 3R Aerehifa fesor garad e g, fSad
HGIERITA &1 T&T 4% +/- 2% T@T I &

MPC gT & #gla (TTl & ©g aIR) Aot § afe ifa s@ & a#her $r s T,
foreEe T &3, Rad 30T &7 3R 373Ul &1 3UANT deh Ul 3MYfcl @ Feria
frar ST T

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the total monetary or market value of all finished
goods and services produced within a country’s borders in a specific time period.
Calculation: GDP can be calculated through three approaches:

o Production approach: Adds up all outputs in the economy.

o Income approach: Sums the incomes earned by the factors of production.

o Expenditure approach: Adds up consumption, investment, government

spending, and net exports.

GDP is often used to measure the economic performance of a country. A growing
GDP usually indicates a healthy economy, while a shrinking GDP may signal
economic problems.
Nominal GDP is calculated at current market prices, while Real GDP is adjusted for
inflation.
As of 2023, India's GDP is over $3.7 trillion according to the World Bank and IMF,
making it the fifth-largest economy globally.

ol ®X 3c91G (GDP) Ueh fARad AT /@i & Tah &2r fr dAr & s ash
AT 3T 3R Fant w1 Fa ARF A T To T B
IUTSAT: GDP &! el fScahIvll & IM0TaAT fohar ST HehdTT &

o IcqreA TR 3rdicuarar #F el 3curesT Shsar §
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Hindi:

o 3T TREHIN: 3cUTGeT & HRHI a1 3fod 3T &1 AT FT gl

o AT TREHOT: 3UHNT, foder, Ty @ 3R ewr T i Sisdr gl
GDP &I 393197 JFAR Teh 2T T A el FI A & forw fomar smar g1
9T g3 GDP ATHATI: memﬁaeﬁ?n%‘,aaﬁ;mgm GDP
3fe FATABT FT Thd & ThaT &l
ATHATT GDP dddAT S6IR ShidAdl 9 0T fohar STar &, STafe aredafds GDP
AerEhifa & fov gamfad fmar Smar &
2023 d&, 9Rd &1 GDP $3.7 Rfeasr @ 318« §, 5 38 dRas TR W 9raar gad
3T HATTEAT FATeT &

GST Council

The GST Council was formed under Article 279A of the Indian Constitution, as a
result of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Act, which came into effect on 1st July
2017.
It is a constitutional body responsible for making recommendations on the GST and
related matters, such as tax rates, exemptions, and the threshold limits for the GST
regime.
The GST Council is chaired by the Union Finance Minister. Its members include:

o Finance Ministers of all states and Union territories.

o The Union Minister of State for Finance.
The decisions of the GST Council are made by consensus, and it ensures uniformity
in GST policies across states, thus simplifying tax structures in India.

GST ufiwg 9T HiAUTT & 317e8¢ 279A & ded aifod Hr a1$ o, S aeq 3K
a1 FT (GST) fafagw & aRumaeasy 3ffdca # S, S 1 Fa$ 2017 § gerar
83|
e T R B § S GST 3R Wt A, 3 A% ¥, ge, 3R GST
T & forw dar AU e fr R{wmer & gl
GST 9Rug I 3regeTar FdT @9 #N g &1 39 &g ga &

o T T=Ar AR &g AT ueR F A F4|

o HerT o s HIAY
GST uRve & vy wgafaqas faw S €, 3R I8 Tedi & GST aifaat & F#AwIar
FARET Al §, 50 TR HRA H Y A3 Sl Tl FAlell &
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Citizens with disabilities, making their rights real

[GS Paper I Vulnerable Section of Sociely |

he data from the 2011 national Census

of India indicate that persons with

disabilities constitute 2.21 % of the total

population. This is a grossly
underestimated figure. According to the 2019
Brief Disability Model Survey conducted by the
World Health Organization across India,
Tajikistan and the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, the prevalence of severe disability
among Indian adults is 16%. India ratified the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities on October 1, 2007 and
one of the immediate measures expected out of
the state parties to the convention is to ensure
alignment of the national disability legislations in
line with the principles of the convention.
Accordingly, Parliament passed the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act 2016 (RPWD Act)
that came into force on April 19, 2017 to replace
the earlier Persons with Disabilities (Equal
Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full
Participation) Act, 1995, which fell short of
promoting a social and a human rights model of
disability rights.

The role of the State Commissioner

One of the unique points of the RPWD Act in
comparison to many disability legislations of the
developing countries is the provision for the
constitution of the office of the State
Commissioners for Disabilities at the State level
with a combination of review, monitoring, and
quasi-judicial functions to ensure effective
implementation of the disability law. According to
Section 82 of the RPWD Act, the State
Commissioners, for the purpose of discharging
their functions under the Act, shall have the same
powers of a civil court under the Civil Procedure
Code 1908 while trying a suit, and every
proceeding before the State Commissioner shall
be a judicial proceeding within the meaning of
Sections 193 and 228 of the Indian Penal Code (45
of 1860).

Despite the legislation providing far-reaching
quasi-judicial powers to the State Commissioners
in safeguarding the rights and fundamental
freedoms of persons with disabilities, the State
Commissioners in many States have fallen short
of the expectations of citizens with disabilities.
This dismal functioning of the office of the State
Commissioners is largely due to the lax attitude
on the part of the State governments to invigorate
the statutory office in discharging its functions in
accordance with the law. This reality has been
aptly highlighted in the writ petition WPC
29329/2021, Seema Girija Lal vs. Union of India, in
which the delay in appointment of the state
Commissioners has also been highlighted.

Among various reasons for the failure to fulfil
the statutory role by the State Commissioners is
the manner in which the commissioners are
appointed. The RPWD Rules provide an
opportunity for persons with substantial
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have a vital
role in
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in many States,
their statutory
role has fallen
short of
expectations

experience in law, human rights, education,
social work and rehabilitation and with a
non-governmental organisation background to be
appointed to the position of State Commissioner.
In reality, a majority of the commissioners, either
independent or holding additional charge, are
civil servants from the nodal ministry. According
to the latest report (2021-22) of the Chief
Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities, only eight States have

appointed commissioners who are For an
not part of the mainstream civil ;,II;:'III::" <

service. Having civil servants from the

nodal ministry is in conflict with the

purpose of having an impartial and independent
office that can exercise oversight over the
executive and hold them accountable for not
implementing the provisions of the disability law.

Some of the progressive States in terms of
disability inclusion have appointed
representatives of civil society organisations as
State Commissioners and the State governments
should consider appointing qualified women with
disabilities as commissioners as they will be in a
berter position to address intersectional forms of
discrimination that women and girls with
disabilities in India currently experience.

The State Commissioners have a substantive
role including powers to intervene suo motu to
identify and inquire about any specific policy,
provision, programme and laws that contravene
the provisions of the RPWD Act and recommend
appropriate corrective measures.

There are many contraventions of the RPWD
Act that are highlighted by aggrieved persons
with disabilities and by certain proactive
organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs)
and the State Commissioners have not been able
to intervene suo motu to address discriminatory
policies and practices which has led to an erosion
of faith in the statutory offices created under the
disability law to uphold the rights of citizens with
disabilities. The State Commissioners should
interact consistently with persons with
disabilities and their representative organisations
to understand which are those policies,
guidelines, executive orders that contravene the
provisions of the law and initiate necessary
remedial action.

The example of Karnataka

It is vital for State governments and the office of
the Chief Commissioner for Disabilities to build
the capacity of the State Commissioners in
performing their quasi-judicial role and in
functioning as a civil court. As done by the State
Commissioner’s office in Karnataka, collaborating
with law schools and legal experts in
strengthening their respective capacities could be
a viable option. While some States such as
Karnataka and Delhi have been able to infuse
confidence among persons with disabilities to
register complaints with regard to a deprivation

of their rights, it is equally important for State
Commissioners to look into complaints and
dispose of them expeditiously. The websites of
the office of the State Commissioners should — on
the dashboard — indicate the number of cases
received, disposed of and those pending for
action along with other vital information such as
annual reports and special reports submitted to
the government on implementation of
the law by the government with
concrete recommendations.
ﬁ Mobile adalats (mobile courts), as
1 . practised years ago by the Karnataka
Commissioner’s office, could be a
good practice for other States to emulate in
reaching out to persons with disabilities in
remote areas and to look into a deprivation of
their rights. Adalats were organised in the State
with prior notice to persons with disabilities
through the nodal disability office in the districts
for aggrieved individuals or institutions to get
their grievance redress.

Often, these grievances would be resolved on
the spot for persons with disabilities and their
families. Designating District Magistrates as
Deputy Commissioners for persons with
disabilities — as done in the case of Karnataka — is
a promising way to make local governance
disability inclusive.

The RPWD Act enables State Commissioners to
monitor the implementation of various pieces of
legislation, programmes and schemes that impact
persons with disabilities. To maximise the
effectiveness of this critical role, the District
Disability Management Review (DDMR)
undertaken by the Karnataka State
Commissioner’s office could be one of the
preferred practices for State Commissioners. The
DDMR has become an inclusive governance tool
for the State Commissioner in Karnataka to have
sight of how development and welfare
programmes and policies have been

implemented by the relevant departments at the
district level, and to what extent the quotas
earmarked for persons with disabilities have been
fulfilled.

Research as a function

One of the key functions of the State
Commissioners is to undertake and promote
research in the field of disability rights. This
opens up opportunities for the State
Commissioners to collaborate with United
Nations entities which have a mandate to
promote disability inclusion on the basis of the
UN Disability Inclusion Strategy in undertaking
research in areas such as disability inclusive
social protection, disability inclusive care
economy and the impact of climate change on
persons with disabilities. The findings could pave
the way for more inclusive policies and in
advancing the rights of persons with disabilities
in India.

Citizens with Disabilities: Making Their Rights Real
faarr aeie: 3a@ AAFRT FT FHER FIET

e The data from the 2011 national Census of India indicate that persons with disabilities
constitute 2.21% of the total population. This is a grossly underestimated figure.

HRT HT 2011 Y SAIAVEAT & 3HThs T ¢ o fashormer eafFaat i aear o
TATEAT FT 2.21% &1 TE T 3cATAH A 3H IS TE&AT &
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e According to the 2019 Brief Disability Model Survey conducted by the World Health
Organization (WHO), the prevalence of severe disability among Indian adults is 16%.

faea FaFeT Weresd (WHO) garT 2019 # e v faw RBafafadt atsa adeor &
ITHR, ARG agEh! H THR fahellarar &1 Ffdrd 16%
e India ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities on October 1, 2007, committing to align its national disability legislations
with the principles of the convention.

HRA o 1 IFgax 2007 &l §FFd g RAaver safFaal & wfasrt w gwsta «r
Fopll &1, T Ed USET ASFaliearar SifeAr 1 36 A & euial & aY g H
IS

e Parliament passed the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 (RPWD Act),

which came into force on April 19, 2017, replacing the Persons with Disabilities
(Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995.

e =1 2016 & fawder safFadt & 3f@er sfO@Ews (RPwD afafawes) aika Far,
ST 19 e 2017 | 9 g3, 3R I8 1995 & AT safFadl (A aWR, FAFRY
aerrmaﬁrwanﬁam)mﬁﬁw@rmam%‘l

The Role of the State Commissioner
TsT ATGFA ST AT

e One of the unique provisions of the RPWD Act is the constitution of the office of the
State Commissioners for Disabilities at the state level, with a combination of review,
monitoring, and quasi-judicial functions.

RPWD 31fRfaa &1 tah 3r(a1 wraur Tsd fasairar 3mgedt & Frilo 1 a7+ g,
st aeeT, feree, 3R 3--=aRe s enfaer 81

e According to Section 82 of the RPWD Act, State Commissioners have the same
powers as a civil court under the Civil Procedure Code, 1908, and proceedings before
them are considered judicial under the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

RPWD 3rfafasr i 4Rt 82 & 3[R, T 3gedl & ar fAfaer gfdwar wfear, 1908
% dEd Teh fAfde HIE & THA ISR §, 3R 37 THeT HIae AR &3 |
(IPC) & dgd =a1s A=Y S 1

o Despite these powers, many State Commissioners have not met the expectations of
citizens with disabilities due to the lax attitude of State governments.

goT ISR & dIas[e, FS AT HGecl [qehellal ANTRST T AL W TR gl SN

g, TorehT HET FRUTAST THRI FT ATIETE E47 8|
e The Seema Girija Lal vs. Union of India (WPC 29329/2021) case highlighted delays in
the appointment of State Commissioners.

AT ST e qa ART W (WPC 29329/2021) ATHS o T 3Mgerdt &
fagiea & &8 &1 39mR R
e The RPWD Rules allow persons with experience in law, human rights, education,

social work, and rehabilitation to be appointed as State Commissioners. However,
most are civil servants from the nodal ministry, which conflicts with the purpose of
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having an independent office.

RPWD TaZ#l & gdl FTefel, ATTaTiasr, fet, grarasd F, AR geaard # 31
TG dlel SGFdAl 1 Ao AYFd [AGFT e 1 AT &1 greliten, ifAhier Aga
Aaeg & RAfae daw ala §, S ' Tadd AT T JGT & AR g

The 2021-22 report of the Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
revealed that only eight States had appointed commissioners outside the civil service.

fasamr safFaat & v gea smgea #r 2021-22 7 RAE & 3R, Had 316 T2l
o+ fafder dar & S @ IgFT AT fHe E

Progressive states should appoint qualified women with disabilities as commissioners
to address the intersectional discrimination faced by women and girls with disabilities.

saTfaRier Tsat @l A et afgenat w1 3gFd Aged @ @Ry, arfe e
mﬁwag%ﬁ*ﬁagmﬁﬁamaﬁmaﬁmmWI

State Commissioners can intervene suo motu to inquire into policies, provisions, and
programs that contravene the RPWD Act and recommend corrective measures.

U JYF Fa9on § AT, graent 3R FRAwAT H ST FT Fehod &, ST RPWD
sfafes #1 Secas X §, 3R GURIHAF 397 G Fad £
Many Organisations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs) have pointed out

discriminatory policies, but State Commissioners have failed to address these issues
suo motu, leading to an erosion of faith in the statutory office.

&% fsrdmr safeaal & @arsat (OPDs) @ AGHEYUT +AIfdal @I 3R T §, ofdheT
o 3YFd geT Hegl ol FTaUROT & FelfddT ol & faver @ 8, foad denfaesn
a:mﬁmﬁ%aama%ramfrgé%l

Regular interaction with persons with disabilities and their representative
organisations is necessary for identifying policies and actions that violate the law and
initiating remedial measures.

R afFaal 3 39@ g™ el & g [Fafag aaia 3maas g, arfe
PTefeT T Seoitlel il aTell wifaal 3R Hrdl 1 ggurel & S Fh AR FURcAR
39T & fhT S Heh|

The Example of Karnataka
Feilcdh T IGIET0T
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It is vital for State governments and the office of the Chief Commissioner for
Disabilities to build the capacity of the State Commissioners in performing their quasi-
judicial role and in functioning as a civil court.

o R AR &I 3gFd il #rerg & fav I8 3mawas & & 3 g
MGl T &THAT P 3eTeh - $fHBT A iR Toh AR FARITET & &
H FI FA H Fe|

As done by the State Commissioner’s office in Karnataka, collaborating with law

schools and legal experts in strengthening their respective capacities could be a viable
option.
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Fellch H AT HFd FRTAT @RI U 0 HR T G, FlefeT el I Fegat
Azl & AT FGIWT FIAT SoARN &THAT HT Holgd el AT Ueh 3Tl [dehed gl

Hehell

¢ While some States such as Karnataka and Delhi have been able to infuse confidence
among persons with disabilities to register complaints regarding a deprivation of their
rights, it is equally important for State Commissioners to look into complaints and
dispose of them expeditiously.

Safeh Fo Tl S Fated AR e @ Regiorser & 37h JftwRt & gaa &
o H RirIa gof el &1 favarg fear &, o7 3ngerdi & fav 75 off ol ¢ &
g RIral W e ¢ 3R 3¢ deit & Aver|

e The websites of the office of the State Commissioners should — on the dashboard —
indicate the number of cases received, disposed of, and those pending for action
along with other vital information such as annual reports and special reports submitted
to the government.

U 3l & HrdTerd I ASATSE I IS W gred Al Hr F&ar, fagere 7w
3k sfad At & Trg-ary s RO 3R Wer & & 718 fey R S
HecaquT STl Wafdid el @nfgu

e Mobile adalats (mobile courts), as practised years ago by the Karnataka
Commissioner’s office, could be a good practice for other States to emulate in
reaching out to persons with disabilities in remote areas and to address a deprivation
of their rights.

AETSe HeTad, ST ST Ugel Felled HFd FHRTAT GaRT HRAST H 78 o, 377
m%%c%mmaﬁa%w#ﬁﬁﬁqguﬁaﬂww%mﬁm*maﬁ
T T & T Teh 3eaT 19T &1 GohdT o

e Adalats were organised in the State with prior notice to persons with disabilities through
the nodal disability office in the districts for aggrieved individuals or institutions to get
their grievance redress.

TS H HETedl &1 A 99 gaoT & 91 el 7 Alsd eanee s™ied &
ATETH ¥ far R arfe it afea a1 g 3796 Risrg &1 @aReT & |

e Often, these grievances would be resolved on the spot for persons with disabilities and
their families.

3, 37 Rl i #lF W & Regioear 3R 396 aRart & f&v g FT ar

STt AT

e« Designating District Magistrates as Deputy Commissioners for persons with
disabilities — as done in the case of Karnataka — is a promising way to make local
governance disability-inclusive.

fecareresr & fou forer afawe 1 el R & §7 & J1faa Fer — sar 6
FeAlcsh H FIT T — TATHAT AT Fl RATITAT-TARL AT T T 3MRATSAR
T B

Monitoring and Implementation
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AR 3R FfTagT

The RPWD Act enables State Commissioners to monitor the implementation of various
legislations, programmes, and schemes that impact persons with disabilities.

RPWD 3fafaras T 3mgeral 1 faffiest e, wriwar, i Qsremst & srifeadst

B AR A B AT T &, S Reaerset W gaa sred &

The District Disability Management Review (DDMR) undertaken by the Karnataka
State Commissioner’s office could be one of the preferred practices for State
Commissioners.

Fellch Mo IHYFA FRTET SaRT RS e fegmer gaeer gaftem (DDMR) I7
et & T qwdler earal #H & Th gl Fehl &

The DDMR has become an inclusive governance tool for the State Commissioner in
Karnataka to assess how development and welfare programmes are implemented by

relevant departments at the district level and to what extent quotas for persons with
disabilities are fulfilled.

DDMR, &aTeeh H T HGFA & v Teh gAY ATHA IUFIOT & IAT g, ATk T
3Mehere? fRaT T @ & Rem 3t Feaoe FREwAT FF S T W aafies
faemmait gaRT & oy fohar I § 3R ReamreEl & fow ®er fhael ge I T g3
gl

Research as a Function

FF F T H aver
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One of the key functions of the State Commissioners is to undertake and promote
research in the field of disability rights.

TS HGFAT & To@ FAT A § U feaier AfOwRI & &7 7 aver e 3R 38 Ferar
ST &l

This opens up opportunities for State Commissioners to collaborate with United
Nations entities under the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy to research areas such as
disability-inclusive social protection, disability-inclusive care economy, and the
impact of climate change on persons with disabilities.

g T AT & e agaa Tsg et & Ay et e gAEe weifa &
dge AU & AT IR Felad Fcr &, S8 fReamr wamaeh grnfars geam, feamr
FAM qweTer rdeyaEyr, AR oAy IRadd F1 RegeE W]

The findings could pave the way for more inclusive policies and advance the rights of
persons with disabilities in India.
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Frontline nutrition workers foster disability inclusion

[GS Paper II: Vulnerable Section of Society |

ecember 3 is International Day of Persons

with Disabilities. It is a day dedicated to

advocating the rights of people with
disabilities by creating awareness and
highlighting the inclusion and the needs of
persons with disabilities who are among one of
the most marginalised and under-represented
communities in the world.

In recent years, there has been growing
recognition, globally and nationally, of the
significant connection between nutrition and
disability. Various studies are increasingly
underscoring this relationship. There are reports
that illuminate the profound impact of nutritional
status on overall health and well-being.

Nutrition, health and disability

Research indicates that countries with high levels
of malnutrition tend to exhibit not only poorer
health outcomes but also higher rates of disability
among their populations. This correlation has
far-reaching implications, suggesting that
inadequate nutritional intake can lead to a range
of health issues that contribute to disability. For
instance, malnutrition may weaken the immune
system, hinder physical development, and
exacerbate chronic health conditions — all of
which can significantly impair an individual’s
ability to function effectively in daily life.

As governments and health organisations
strive to improve public health, addressing
malnutrition becomes increasingly critical. This is
not only for enhancing individual quality of life
but also for reducing disability rates on a broader
scale. The link between nutrition and disability
underscores the need for integrated health
policies to improve dietary practices and ensure
access to nutritious food for vulnerable
populations.

Maternal malnutrition can lead to prenatal
disability, malnutrition can contribute to
developmental delays and disabilities at different

Elisabeth Faure

Country Director for
the United Nations
World Food
Programme (WFP)

a2
Amneet P. Kumar

an IAS officer, is
Commissioner and
Secretary,
Government

of Haryana

Anganwadi
workers have a
vital role in the
early
identification of
children with
disabilities and
also serving as a
referral for
children and
adults with
disabilities

points in the life cycle — for example, vitamin A
deficiency can cause blindness), and some
disabilities, such as cerebral palsy and Down
syndrome, can put persons at risk of nutritional
deficiency. There is a real need to make nutrition
services, benefits, and information more
accessible to persons with disabilities.

In 2023, the Ministry of Women

and Child Development introduced Foran
the ‘Anganwadi Protocol for Divyang ~ Inclusive
Children’, a national guideline for future

frontline community nutrition

workers in India regarding disability inclusion.
Anganwadi workers are crucial as community
nutrition providers, executing and manifesting
India’s most ambitious development
programmes. They engage deeply with the
communities, offering vital nutrition services and
driving social and behavioural changes related to
gender equality, social inclusion, nutrition, and
early childhood development. The Protocol for
Divyang Children equips them with
comprehensive instructions for the early
identification of disabilities, monitoring
developmental milestones using the POSHAN
Tracker, and ensuring referrals in partnership
with Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA)
workers.

The experience in Haryana
The Haryana government’s Department of
Women and Child Development is committed to
promoting disability inclusion using Mission
Vatsalya and the Integrated Child Development
Scheme. It has introduced the Divyang Protocol
and a unique podcast initiative, ‘Nanhe
Farishtey’, to educate communities about
disabilities and enhance awareness at Anganwadi
centres for the early detection and inclusion of
children with disabilities

The World Food Programme (WFP) has also
partnered with the Department of Women and

Child Development for a three-year intervention
to transform norms around gender equality and
social inclusion, including disability inclusion, by
developing the capacity of Haryana’s network of
25,000 ‘Anganwadi’ workers.

As part of the collaborative programme, in a
recent Needs Assessment Study for its
intervention in Haryana, the WFP
asked ‘Anganwadi workers’ across four
districts about persons and children

l . with disabilities in the local
communities they serve. The study

found that Anganwadi workers played an
essential role in the early identification of
children and referral for children and adults with
disabilities. Nearly all the respondents had
helped connect persons with disabilities to some
form of medical and educational support, register
for disability certificates, and help them avail
themselves of government-provided benefits,
including the National Disability Pension.

Early intervention, accessible medical therapy,
and supportive services are crucial for aiding
children with disabilities. Anganwadi workers
play a vital role in this effort. Alongside building
the capacity of Anganwadi workers on the
Divyang Protocol, development actors must unite
to create supportive services and infrastructure
for these children. This includes establishing a
group of trained specialist therapists for various
disabilities, creating accessible schools and
transportation, providing affordable assistive
devices, and implementing
information-communication systems to promote
tailored nutritional well-being practices for
individuals with disabilities. Community
members and frontline workers can contribute
by dispelling the disability stigma.

We all share the responsibility of ensuring that
the nutrition and food security of persons with
disabilities, particularly children, are at the centre
of their rights, equal opportunity and well-being.

Frontline Nutrition Workers Foster Disability Inclusion

WedISsT 9INOT FRiFdT fEedmer AU & NcHET o

g

e December 3 is observed as International Day of Persons with Disabilities, focusing
on advocating the rights of people with disabilities by creating awareness about their
inclusion and needs.

3 A &Y FRTAT Reier @@ & &7 & AR e &, S 382y g &
PR Hr Threrd T 3R 376 AT T HTEIHATT & IR H ™Gl ST

gl

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

@PATRIOTICIAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Persons with disabilities are among the most marginalized and under-represented
communities globally.

feegiarse favg T W #od gIfT W 3R w1 yfafafacs arel aoqei d @ v €

Nutrition, Health, and Disability
9y, TEELY, 3R Reamrar

Research highlights that countries with high levels of malnutrition face poorer health
outcomes and higher rates of disability.

ITEYT ST & o 35T FaX $T FAGOT ATl Gof H FAReT qROMT FAAR I &
3R Regmrar f &3 sRF A 8l

Malnutrition can lead to weakened immune systems, hindered physical development,
and exacerbated chronic health conditions, contributing to disabilities.

Faor & gfawet yomelt FAeR, aRF Rew aiftq, ik ddwmfas waer gaen
TR A Tt &, S Regierar & AT &Y &1

Addressing malnutrition is critical to enhancing individual quality of life and reducing
disability rates.

FANOT HY T FIAT I TFAIN Sfael T JOTET A FUR 3R feediorar e a1 7 &
& foT Agcaqor Bl

Maternal malnutrition can result in prenatal disabilities, and vitamin A deficiency
can lead to blindness.

AT FATOT Y ToAYE AT &1 Tehell &, 3N RefdeT © it Folt & siemaet g Feber
gl

Anganwadi Protocol for Divyang Children

feegrer s=aY & AT e NeF

In 2023, the Ministry of Women and Child Development introduced the Anganwadi
Protocol for Divyang Children, equipping frontline nutrition workers with guidelines on
disability inclusion.

2023 &, Afgen 31X I g #FeT o e =1t F v AeaE Newid 9T
T, S 1A NYUT SRISATHT 1 T[T FATAAT & EAr-RAET vareT FHar gl

Anganwadi workers engage in community nutrition services and promote social
inclusion, gender equality, and early childhood development.

TS FTIFAT TSRS GNOT Janit & AT od § 3R wenfas gamaer, dfw
AT, 3 IRAF a1 s A ger@r &

Haryana's Disability Inclusion Efforts

RN & fEeTer gAY v
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The Haryana government, under Mission Vatsalya and the Integrated Child
Development Scheme, promotes disability inclusion through the Divyang Protocol and
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a podcast initiative, Nanhe Farishtey.

TRAOT WHR A R arcwed 3R gAfRT a1 R A1 & dgd g wewia
3R g wRed dishe Ugd & ATEIH ¥ RcaeT AR & serar Ar gl

The World Food Programme (WFP) has partnered with Haryana's Department of
Women and Child Development for a three-year intervention to promote gender and
disability inclusion.

farg @gg FFA (WFP) o gl afger silt e Qe Reamr & @iy de ot
a8 & fov asierr $r § arfe «dffe 3R earer gam@aes & dear fGar o I

A Needs Assessment Study in Haryana found Anganwadi workers to play an
essential role in early identification of disabilities, referrals, and connecting individuals
with government benefits like the National Disability Pension.

gRITUT F T SRR IR Ad HEIIT H IRAT IAT o HreTars) FFdr Redierar iy
YRR gale, {Tel AR IiFaal i IsdT feeamar deret oiell TRy glaemsit &
Siiset # AgcaquT i e &

Recommendations for Disability Support

feeamer wgrIar & fow ey

Early intervention, accessible medical therapy, and supportive services are crucial
for aiding children with disabilities.

WRAF gEaay, garor RfFcar RfY, 3k wgraes dard Geamr st & ggaar & v
AT HETH &
Development actors should focus on creating trained specialist therapists, accessible

schools, affordable assistive devices, and tailored nutritional practices for persons
with disabilities.

faraedT aRféa Rrdvs RfFcas, ger Rggreay, avd gg@s 39ar, 3R
feeaiarsre & fore sreqafore drwor yamsit ¥ e Higd
Community members and workers must work to eliminate disability stigma and ensure

that nutrition and food security for persons with disabilities remain central to their
rights.

HETR Haed 3R Fiehd Redirar Fod Y FATd F 3R Reairest & e
diwor 3 W FIAT H 3% SR #1 Fg §0 WA A Aerer &)

World Food Programme (WFP)

The World Food Programme (WFP) is a United Nations organization established in
1961. Headquarter at Rome ltaly.

It is the world's largest humanitarian organization addressing hunger and promoting
food security.

Its mission is to end hunger, achieve food security, improve nutrition, and promote
sustainable agriculture.

faeq @e HAHA (WFP) Teh HJFd TSe Hatool § o1 1961 H i foram ara
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AqT| Ig GAAT FH HIW T3T AT HIMSA ¢ ot 9@ T FIAT el & 3R @ieg
&I Y Fordl &l &1 SRl fARE 8@ T AT LT, Wied GI&T Ared kT,
QINOT H FUR AT HR TAT H AT dgrar & g

e Functions and Roles: WFP provides food aid in emergency situations and supports
development projects that aim to eradicate hunger and poverty.

e It provides assistance during natural disasters, conflicts, and other crises.

 WEFP also helps governments to implement food security policies.

w3 AT WFP 3aTashrelst RAfadl # wiea wgraar ware idr & 3R
faepra IRASTATNT &1 TASH Far § ST @ 3N IR T FACT S H A8
@A gl

o TG Ui U3, FEst AR 3T Fehel & SR HETIAT Y&l Hel ol

o WFP T&RT 1 @i GRam Al o] e & 8t Age L &l

e Operations in India: WFP has been operational in India since 1963, supporting

various government initiatives like the Public Distribution System (PDS), Mid-day Meal
Scheme, and Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS).

WA & "OTlel: WFP 1963 & ¥Rd # Tfhd g, S Adsiiaer faaRor Jumelr (PDS),
AEATEA Aol Arate, 3R Thiehd aTel e qard (ICDS) sl faffiest aXeary
ggell d FHAT HIT gl

e Recent Updates: WFP’s efforts are focused on supporting the Indian government's
initiatives to end hunger and improve nutrition. WFP has provided support during the
COVID-19 pandemic and is focusing on improving food systems and reducing food
loss.

gTer &Y 3eTaT: WFP T €U HARAT TSR I Ugell Sl FAIF e W § difes
@ N FATCA e ST Feh 3R 9Ivor & FR gl WFP & COVID-19 HETHRT &
e FRde ver R § 3N IF weg vonfort F gur 3k @y afa @ &
A W I Hiod @ 8
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s Harmanpreet Kaur
went out to bat during
the 2024 ICC Women's
T20 World Cup at
Sharjah, millions were glued to
their screens, including Sanskriti’s
86-year-old grandfather, a former
player who once captained India’s
deaf cricket team. While he always
marvels at the action on the field,
something else caught his
attention this time: a sign language
interpreter at the corner of the
screen, translating every nuance
of the game. For the first time, he
could follow the commentary and
post-match speeches without
relying on us. Earlier this year, on
Global Accessibility Awareness
Day, Star Sports and
Disney+Hotstar incorporated
features that made live cricket
accessible to India’s 63 million
hearing impaired and five million
visually impaired citizens. Finally,
the sport Sanskriti’s grandfather
loved was truly within reach.

As we approach the 20th
anniversary of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities in 2026,
we must strive for better
implementation of the Convention
at the national level, particularly
through the recognition of the
linguistic human rights of hearing
impaired people. This is crucial
because, for most Indians, cricket
is more than just a sport; it
cultivates a sense of national
belonging. Yet, this camaraderie
unintentionally leaves many
behind, especially the 90 million
persons with disabilities.

A sense of isolation

Despite progressive endeavours,
such as the Accessible India
Campaign and the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,
glaring gaps remain in the lived
experiences of people with
disabilities. They feel isolated not
because of their condition, but
because of social barriers. The
world is unfortunately designed
for able-bodied people and the
exclusion of persons with
disabilities persists in the way
buildings, sidewalks, stadiums,
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While ongoing
state efforts
towards
inclusivity in the
education and
health sectors
are relevant, the
private
entertainment
sector also
requires
attention
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movie theatres, seating areas, and
even washrooms are built. Legal
mandates such as ramps and
tactile paving are either absent or
are merely tokenistic gestures.

The same inaccessibility can be
seen in cricketing infrastructure
too, whether in stadiums or on
live broadcasts. While ongoing
state efforts towards

inclusivity in the For an
education and health inclusive
sectors are relevant, future
the private

entertainment sector

also requires attention. Persons
with disabilities are not just
citizens with capacity-building
requirements; they are also
individuals with the need to
explore recreational avenues. That
this has not been recognised by
entertainment providers begs the
question of whether our collective
idea of leisure is inherently ableist.
In theatres, where cricket matches
are increasingly being screened,
we rarely pause to wonder about
access for wheelchair users or
assistive devices for visually
impaired people. This highlights
the need to integrate accessibility
into popular culture so that every
person can reclaim their right to
leisure.

However, enabling people to
exercise their right to leisure does
not end with making
infrastructure accessible; it also
demands showcasing inclusive
stories in popular entertainment.
Films such as Margarita with a
Straw (2014) and Srikanth (2024)
lent great depth and sensitivity to
the representation of disability in
cinema. Such films challenge the
public’s unidimensional
perspective on disability, while
also making persons with
disabilities feel seen and heard.
They help shed light on the state
of accessibility, prompting slow
but steady public shifts towards
making future entertainment
infrastructure more inclusive.

Steps in the right direction
The government is also
increasingly aware of the
intersection between

@PATRIOTICIAS
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entertainment and inclusivity. A
recent ruling by a Supreme Court
bench, headed by former Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud,
stated that stereotyping difterently
abled persons in visual media and
films perpetuates discrimination.
The Court said that creators ought
to provide an accurate
representation of
disabilities rather than

ﬂ mocking them. This is a
step in the right
l . direction.

Private players are
also widening the scope for
accessibility in subtle ways. We
now have subtitles and audio
descriptions on OTT platforms.
These measures are convenient
for everyone, including
able-bodied persons, the elderly,
and persons with disabilities. As
technology continues to permeate
our society, especially with the
rise of Artificial Intelligence, we
may soon see many more such
measures.

Building disability friendly
ecosystems is no longer about
philanthropic leanings. Globally,
the total spending power of 1
billion persons with disabilities,
including their family and friends
who are likely to make
accessibility-based choices, is
estimated at $13 trillion, an
untapped opportunity. Investing
in one’s business to serve potential
consumers and to build
million-dollar revenues in the
process is a strategic decision.
These endeavours signal the
recognition of individuals with
disabilities as valued consumers
and as crucial contributors to our
economy.

Accessibility initiatives
undertaken by different platforms
in recent times offer a glimpse of
what the future can be — a world
where persons with disabilities are
active participants in the
entertainment industry. These
efforts redefine the identities of
persons with disabilities and give
them both respect and a sense of
belonging. This shift reminds us
that a true community leaves no
one behind.
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Enabling a level playing field
HHATT AdHI Uqlel AT

As Harmanpreet Kaur went out to bat during the 2024 ICC Women's T20 World Cup
at Sharjah, millions were glued to their screens, including Sanskriti’'s 86-year-old
grandfather, a former player who once captained India’s deaf cricket team.

gHNa FR J9 2024 ICC AT T20 f3d F9 F ARGE H Tooldrall e 3d3, ar
@l ST A TheT § 3 gU F, A TEhR 1 86 aWfa amer S, S well sRa Ay
I fFdhe &F & Foaa o, o anfaa o)

This time, what caught his attention was a sigh language interpreter translating every
nuance of the game.

$H SR 3ol AT idel dlell a1 Teh WIS dedsr Jeqaree oY, St Wel 1 gT SRy

I eldic Y IET AT

Earlier this year, on Global Accessibility Awareness Day, Star Sports and
Disney+Hotstar incorporated features making live cricket accessible to India’s 63
million hearing impaired and 5 million visually impaired citizens.

S ATl & Y3 H, Tellaer TFATATATAET 38a@e 3 T, Fer ¥idw 3R
fBset+gleTeR & a15d Tohehe &I HRA & 6.3 AT HFUT RAhanr 3R 50 ar@ g
AR & TOU GoIsT sellel T glaemd anfdAer $i|

For the first time, Sanskriti's grandfather could follow the commentary and post-match
speeches without relying on anyone else.

Tgell SR, HEPR & grel off foar el o 39X gu FAd 3R AT & a1g & arvort &

AT Tl

As we approach the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2026, better implementation of the convention is
crucial at the national level, especially through recognizing the linguistic human rights
of hearing impaired people.

SIS §H 2026 H §FFA Usg RAveriar safFaat F HfUFRT ) gwdea &1 204t adarrs &
ERIE) qﬁ:?f @ ¢, d9 T TR W TFAAA & 9gaR [shdleadsT 3R 9y &7 & sgor
Rwamr SafFaal & s AT JAFRT A AT AT AT &

A sense of isolation
3TSETT hY HTGAT
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Despite progressive efforts such as the Accessible India Campaign and the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, significant gaps persist in the lived experiences of
people with disabilities.

T HRA HAA 3R RAewarer safFadt & sffsr sf@fawe, 2016 5@ gerfaeiier
STl & STasg, faehere wﬁlﬁ?M%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁqﬁmwgﬁT gl
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e They feel isolated not because of their condition but due to social barriers.
g el AT & SRUT 78T, Siceh FIATTAF aTUT3Ht & HROT HelaT-Uelal HEGH I o
e« The world is unfortunately designed for able-bodied people, and exclusion persists in

areas like buildings, sidewalks, stadiums, movie theatres, seating areas, and
washrooms.

gierar guiegas ware SafFadl & fav Bomger &1 715 &, 3R sraer, peury, wefEaa, wqd
fRrve, Yo A STl AR etererdt S &1 A IfeSHR S@m g3 B

¢ Legal mandates such as ramps and tactile paving are often absent or merely
tokenistic gestures.

{7 3N Toeielly A S St HAARIATT 3 3T W@ 8 AT dhdel
YT E Fea gl o

o Similar inaccessibility is seen in cricket infrastructure, including stadiums and live
broadcasts.

ST e T 9gT A FAT FHT & I, ST TRIA 3R A% TA@ROT, H & A &

The private entertainment sector
st AaReeT &

o While efforts in the education and health sectors are ongoing, the private
entertainment sector also needs attention.

S 8T 3R T &E & g SRy g, oY el AqReer T off e e

3TAIHAT Tl

o Persons with disabilities have recreational needs in addition to capacity-building
requirements.

o cafaraat &1 aTdar AT AT raRIHarsit & 37TdT AR I FWd AT grar
gl
e This neglect raises questions about whether our idea of leisure is inherently ableist.

g 3UeTT Ig FdTdT 3ol § & T gAR AGRS H UROT T dS &7 O TEIAGEY
gl

e Cricket screenings in theatres often ignore the needs of wheelchair users or assistive
devices for visually impaired people.

et 7 fohohe Fr Thifeer A 3R FeRAax ITAeTHarst a1 gftedls aen & faw
WIS SYHAON A ST T 3@ Hr e g

e Accessibility in popular culture is essential to ensure everyone reclaims their right to
leisure.

AR FEPfA A IgT YARTT AT IMaTS § Al & IR 9T AT HI
HOAFR G e T Fh|

Inclusive representation in entertainment

ARG # gaAEd yfafafa
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e Films such as Margarita with a Straw (2014) and Srikanth (2024) have added depth to
the representation of disability in cinema.

ariier AT 3r T (2014) 3R siwia (2024) ST e RAAT & RFaiorar &
wfafafea 7 e andr 2

e These films challenge the unidimensional perspective on disability and make
persons with disabilities feel seen and heard.

¥ e RFdErar W Thater Tfeesior s el &t § AR e safFaat @
e 3R gar 3 Aggy wer

e They also highlight the state of accessibility, prompting gradual shifts toward inclusive
entertainment infrastructure.

T e Fororar Hi Rufa & 3aR el 8, foed gl aaieer e & 3R 4R-
Y Scolg 37T gl

Steps in the Right Direction
e faem & weH

e The government is increasingly aware of the intersection between entertainment and
inclusivity.

TR AARS 3R FATAAA F T GG Pl o 3fOF TARTRS 8 BT gl

e Avrecentruling by a Supreme Court bench, headed by former Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud, stated that stereotyping differently abled persons in visual media
and films perpetuates discrimination.

HRA & 9 ACT ~graredier . 1§, Iggg S HEFeTdr arel FHA FIE H Th q6 &
gliorar 0T & gl aram b 27 #Aifsan AR oAt # Rwanr safFaat &1 wfeaqy
T Sigema &1 Sgrar & &

e The Court said creators ought to provide an accurate representation of disabilities
rather than mocking them.

3MeTeld o &gl foh ATt & [Asaemar &1 ade Reor ser aifge, o ff 3@

39ETH AT A1igU|
e Thisis a step in the right direction.
g T8 e & v FeA B
e Private players are also widening the scope for accessibility in subtle ways.
s &7 & @t s gasrar & faw 318 fAdhed e a7 @ 2l
e We now have subtitles and audio descriptions on OTT platforms.
A AR 91 HEE TolewAl ) geemesd 3R A faavor 3uesy §
e These measures are convenient for everyone, including able-bodied persons, the
elderly, and persons with disabilities.

9

¥ U st & AT, S et giFady, gopil IR faehemT safFadl & fav glaersers

gl
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e As technology continues to permeate society, especially with the rise of Artificial
Intelligence (Al), many more such measures may emerge.

S-S FAA geftraAar (Al) 1 fOEAR g @1 8, 0 3R o 3urg @ 3T Hehd g
e Building disability-friendly ecosystems is no longer about philanthropic leanings.

Reamrar-sgae aRREAfaAT &7 5o+ 39 Fad RS g #1 favT 76 2

e Globally, the total spending power of 1 billion persons with disabilities, including their
family and friends, is estimated at $13 trillion, presenting an untapped opportunity.

dREeh T W, 1 IR FAsverier safFaal 1 Hor T Afd, 3e7eh IRAR 3R aredlt
afed, 13 Rferaer sfax 3ndhr a1$ 8, S U 39 AT YeTeT AT B

e Investing in one’s business to serve potential consumers and build million-dollar
revenues is a strategic decision.

FaTad 3YMEFan3it & a1 N 3R Afoga-ster Toeg 31foid = & AT 39
gy # A3 FaT ve wiEefas fAavkr g

¢ These endeavours signal the recognition of individuals with disabilities as valued
consumers and crucial contributors to the economy.

T g TSR AFAAr H Heddled IuHiEdr AR Ifedawar # Agcaqul Jeraredr
& ¥ F AT e Bl
e Accessibility initiatives undertaken by different platforms offer a glimpse of what the

future can be — a world where persons with disabilities are active participants in the
entertainment industry.

AT coehEA! GaRT U aTC Ferorar TATH TE Hehcl o & (o ATAST HAT 81 Fehell
& — U W g ST e afed AeRe 3edeT 7 afra smfer &

e These efforts redefine the identities of persons with disabilities and give them both
respect and a sense of belonging.

I g fAehelier gfFadt fr ggare FF i & aRAT aa § 3R 3¢ GF A= 3R
HagUdr N HIGAT Yol Hd &
e This shift reminds us that a true community leaves no one behind.

g deolid g4 IC feorar & 5 e g<ar gare fRdr & off i aigl s
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India’s ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ plan

Is the global research ecosystem increasingly embracing open access publishing away from subscription-hased models? What is an article processing charge? Do

researchers own the copyrights of their work after it has been published in a journal? What are open access repositories?

EXPL

Moumita Koley

The story so far:
he Union Cabinet approved the
Indian government’s ‘One
Nation, One Subscription’
(ONOS) scheme on November
25. The ONOS promises to provide
equitable access to scholarly journals in
all public institutions.

What does the ONOS entail?

First mooted around 2018-2019, the
scheme’s ambitious rollout comes with a
substantial financial outlay of ¥6,000
crore over three years (2025-2027), to be
paid to 30 major international journal
publishers. For perspective, the Indian
public and its academic institutions
collectively spend around 1,500 crore
every year on journal subseriptions. This
is a rough estimate and probably includes
the cost of subscription to databases as
well; if so, the current total public
expense to access journals will be well
lower than 2,000 crore per year.

At the outset, ONOS's promise to offer
equitable access to research articles,
irrespective of an institution’s prestige or
financial capacity, which seems like a step
towards democratising knowledge, But a
closer examination reveals complexities
that call for deeper analysis.

Is ONOS swimming against the tide?
The central question is: why is India
investing heavily in a subscription-based
madel at a time when the global research
ecasystem is increasingly embracing
Open-Access (OA) publishing?

In the subseription model, a journal
receives manuscripts from scientists
(about their studies, etc.), evaluates them
through peer review, and accepts (or
rejects) them. Once a paper is accepted,
the journal publishes it and makes money
by charging people and institutions to
access it. OA refers to papers that are
published to be freely accessible. There
are different kinds of OA. A common type
is called gold OA, where the journal
makes money by charging authors an
article processing charge (APC) to publish
papers in the journal. The APC for a single
paper has been known to be thousands of
dollars. For example, Nature
Communications charges $6,790 per
paper. Scientific knowledge, as a public
good, should ideally be accessible to all,
especially when taxpayers fund it. The
COVID-19 pandemic showed why it is
important to have immediate and
unrestricted access to research, not just
for scientists but also for the people at

drive informed decision-making.

Today, more than 53% of all scientific
papers worldwide are open access in
some way, according to data from
Clarivate’s Web Of Science platform. This
is a significant increase since 2018-2019,
when ONOS was first conceptualised, and
raises questions about ONOS’s financial
prudence. If more than half of the
research articles are freely accessible,
should India not be paying significantly
less for subscriptions than before? ONOS
risks draining taxpayer money to achieve
an obsaolete good.

Some international developments
further complicate the picture. The U.S.
Office of Science and Technology Policy
has mandated that from 2026, all publicly
funded research articles must be freely
accessible without any delay. Similarly,
Horizon Europe, the European Union’s
flagship funding program, requires
peerreviewed publications resulting from

Is open access the future?

scientific knowledge, 25 a public good, should ideally be accessible te all, especially when
taxpayers fund it. Today, more than 53%: of all scientific papers woddwide are open access in
some way, according 1o data from Clarivate's Web Of Seience platfarm
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its funding be made freely available
online. Considering these moves, in
another year a significant fraction of
research produced worldwide is likely to
be freely accessible to evervone.

This timeline raises questions about
ONOS's relevance beyond 2025,

What are the challenges of
commercial publishing?

The global scholarly publishing system is
dominated by a handful of commercial
publishers based in Western countries,
and they have long been criticised for
excessive subscription fees, inefficiencies
resulting in delays in publishing articles,
and resistance to innovation.

The scholarly publishing industry is
built on publicly funded research.
Researchers generate new knowledge,
write their findings, and perform peer
reviews — all without direct compensation
from publishers. In the subscription
model, these publishers charge exorbitant
fees for aceess, creating a situation where
public institutions must pay to access
work they have already supported.
Publisher profit margins often exceed
30%, revealing the exploitation implicit to
scholarly publishing systems.

Even the shift towards OA has been
dominated by gold OA and its high APCs.
Many prominent journals in a few
disciplines, such as biological science,
have transitioned to become fully OA.
Indian researchers wishing to publish in
these journals will have to pay APCs since
the allocation for ONOS doesn't provide
for this fee. Moreover, most subscription
journals are now hybrid, so researchers —

| especially from the U.S. and the EU - are
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paying APCs to publish their articles to be
0Ain these journals.

India, with its immense pool of talent
and resources, has the potential to
reimagine this publishing ecosystem,
fostering innovation in the workflow.
Especially when most of the backend
work in the publishing industry is
outsourced to India, the infrastructure
and knowhow definitely exist in the
national ecosystem. But ONOS risks
entrenching the status quo by reinforcing
reliance on Western publishers.

‘What about copyright transfers?
Another significant issue with the
subscription model is the need for
researchers to surrender their copyrights
1o publishers. This allows publishers to
use their work without considering the
authors’ rights or consent. A recent
controversy involving Taylor & Francis
(T&F) and Microsoft exemplifies the
extent of this problem. In early 2024, T&F
had signed a deal allowing Microsoft to
use its journal content to train artificial
intelligence (Al) models. Since authors
don’t hold the copyright of their work,
there is no need for permission from
authors — yet they objected because the
use of their work to train Al models was
going unpaid. There is an urgent need for
policies that protect researchers’
intellectual property.

There are ways to address copyright
violation concerns. Harvard University
pioneered a policy in 2008 that granted
the university a non-exclusive, irrevocable
right to disseminate the work of
university researchers. Researchers
retained the right to self-archive their

waork in OA repositories. Many institutes
like the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and the University of Oxford
followed suit. ONOS has the opportunity v
to emulate these models by incorporating |, e subscription model, a
anationwide “rights retention’ policy, journal receives manuscripts
enabling Indian researchers to deposit from scientists {about their
their work in institutional repositories studies, etc.), evaluates them
immediately after publication — a practice  through peer review, and
known as green open access. accepts [or rejects) them. Once
India’s own 2014 Open Access Policy a paper is accepted, the journal
requires researchers funded by the publishes it and makes money
Departments of Biotechnology and of by charging people and
Science & Technology to make their work — institutions to access it
openly accessible — bur its
implementation has been lacklustre. The
ONOS could have been the ideal platform
to enforce this mandate, ensuring Indian
research becomes globally accessible
through open repositories immediately
alter publication.

THE GIST

-

Open Access (0A) refers to
papers that are published to be
freely accessible. There are
different kinds of OA. A
comman type is called gold DA,
where the journal makes
maoney by charging authors an
article processing charge (APC)
to publish papers in the
journal. The APC for a single
paper has been known ta be
thousands of dollars. For
example, Nature
Communications charges
§6,790 per paper.

Is digital content preserved?

Another issue is the long-term
preservation of research articles, now that
almost all major journals are published
online. A recent study in the journal of
Librarianship and Scholarly
Communication reported that 28% of
articles with Data Object Identifiers (DOIs)
= unique IDs to identify published papers
— aren't preserved, exposing gaps in
current practices. The discontinuation of
Heterocycles, a journal published by the
Japan Institute of Heterocyclic Chemistry,
in 2023 left around 17,000 articles
inaccessible, highlighting the risks of
relying solely on publishers to preserve
scientific knowledge. In this case access
was eventually restored, but the delay
illustrates the need for solutions like
self-archiving through green OA.

L4

ONOS can be lauded for its
ambition to demecratise
research access, but it should
have addressed deeper
structural issues plaguing
scholarly publishing. There
should have been parallel
efforts to allow authors to
retain copyright, implemented
0A through institutional
repositories, and, most
importantly, improved
self-reliance in scholarly
publishing.

1s self-reliance possible in publishing?
In an era where self-reliance is a national
priority, it has been overlooked i
scholarly publishing. While Indian
researchers may continue publishing in
Jjournals like Nature, Science, Cell, etc.,
significant potential exists to elevate
Indian journals to world-class standards.

India has the resources and expertise
to build a robust indigenous publishing
ecosystem. Preprinting and data sharing
should also be considered as an integral
part of the publishing workflow
(preprinting refers to a paper being
published online before it has been
peer-reviewed). By investing in
infrastructure, editorial processes, and
global visibility for Indian journals, the
country can reduce its dependence on
Western publishers and attract
high-quality submissions from across the
world. This is not just about the money
being drained from our ecosystem: it's
also about establishing India as a leader in
science and innovation.

‘What could ONOS have done?

ONOS can be lauded for its ambition to
democratise research access, but it
should have addressed deeper structural
issues plaguing scholarly publishing.
There should have been parallel efforts to
allow authors to retain copyright,
implement OA through institutional
repositories, and, importantly, improve
selfreliance in scholarly publishing.

Given the allocation ONOS has received
from the Indian government, it certainly
had the potential to set a precedent for
equitable and innovative publishing by
addressing all the issues in parallel - et it
chose to overlook them. Without
addressing these challenges, ONOS risks
becoming a costly short-term fix. It is time
to re-evaluate whether this initiative is a
step forward or an expensive detour.
Moumita Koley is a senior research analyst
at Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru.
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India’s ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ plan

AR T 'doT AU, 9T HeHThCAA JISTAT

The Union Cabinet approved the Indian government’s ‘One Nation,
One Subscription’ (ONOS) scheme on November 25.

% TPR F 25 AGF B AR TIFR T ‘T AU, 9T HeHhoerT
(ONOS) FSr=T F1 FHedr A

The scheme promises to provide equitable access to scholarly journals in all public
institutions.

Ig AroteTT Tl Ardeifas Tl #F Aferd Soied de TAT TET el A HI drel
T Bl

The ONOS scheme has a financial outlay of 6,000 crore over three years (2025-2027),
to be paid to 30 major international journal publishers.

ONOS Tt 7 faeii 37 26,000 FAT §, ST et ast (2025-2027) # 30 9H@
AT SoTel FehTRrehl ol ATl fohar STeam|

The Indian public and its academic institutions spend around 1,500 crore annually on
journal subscriptions.

HRAT ST 3R O T8 dTaa aiffs §9 § Sodl Teafhod I TeHaT
%1,500 #8 @I FAJ gl

The ONOS scheme was first conceptualized around 2018-2019.

ONOS ST HI HeTaaT Tgol 2018-2019 H & 15 Y|

More than 53% of all scientific papers worldwide are open access in some way,
according to Clarivate’s Web Of Science platform.

Clarivate % a9 3% WEH Colchial & AR, gfaar R & Fof d=fieieh Tl 1 53%
$ dd A 9T g 7§

The U.S. Office of Science and Technology Policy has mandated that from 2026, all
publicly funded research articles must be freely accessible.

2026 ¥, .00, & =t 3R dicafashr Aifa srfo & Ig smeer &ar § & i
il &9 @ fad i 3qdu= @t it FaaT & & Goldy glar =g C|

Horizon Europe, the European Union’s flagship funding program, requires peer-
reviewed publications resulting from its funding to be made freely available online.

T §E 1 W fad GINoT SdshA Horizon Europe 319a T GIWoT & 3cdeet Qer
Al il TS TaaT T & 3T FTeT T 3TIRIASAT IWT gl

Is ONOS swimming against the tide?

FIT ONOS 9RT & fAafid R w1 2

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The global research ecosystem is increasingly embracing Open-Access (OA)
publishing, moving away from subscription-based models.
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aRaeh ITEUE IIRTEATIRT o doll & FIF-UFA (OA) ThRI Hl 39T T 8, 5T
geufsheeled TR HAisell ¥ &¢ @7 ¢l

In the subscription model, journals charge for access, making money from people and
institutions for the content they provide.

eHfFee Alse #, Seled AEA Yald 1 & fow aer 3R §eumt § o od &
Open Access (OA) refers to papers published to be freely accessible.

3T THAH (OA) 31 HITST I Hefdid Fl & oif T & & oI g & faw
SR B &l

A common type of OA is gold OA, where the journal charges authors an article
processing charge (APC) to publish papers.

OA &T Tdh AT Yo Mes OA g, TTH Soid @l A FHETelld FahIiAdd e &
fow snféewer AR =&t (APC) aHECT &

The APC for a single paper can be thousands of dollars, for example, Nature
Communications charges $6,790 per paper.

Tl PRSI & [T APC §9IRT SfeR &1 Thd &, 3&18X0T & faIT, Nature

Communications 9fa ETSITd $6,790 ATl AT &l

According to Clarivate’s Web Of Science, more than 53% of scientific papers
worldwide are open access in some way.

Clarivate % a9 3% WIFH & 3IAR, §AAT R & d3ilialeh Ta1 HT53% TS o O
S @ 39T T &

What are the challenges of commercial publishing?

aifofoas ganrer i gatfaar Far g7

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The global scholarly publishing system is dominated by a few Western commercial
publishers.

aRge Afeteh Fehrere YoTell W Fo giRw#Hr aiftifsas gt 1 gefca |

These publishers have long been criticized for excessive subscription fees,
inefficiencies in publishing, and resistance to innovation.

SoT GohIRIT T ofd THAT A HcATUH FeHThoAe Yooh, ThIIA H IHaTH, IR AdraR
&1 fae et & AU srrelree @ a1 gl

Publishers profit heavily from publicly funded research while researchers are not
compensated directly.

eIk HTdoiieieh &7 & fad Q¥ aer & oy AT AT g, STdfch Merehciail
W ®q @ F{ITAST G fFerar g

The shift towards gold OA has resulted in high APCs, which researchers must pay to
publish in journals.

WOAﬁmW$WmAPCS§U§ﬁF€QﬁWﬁﬁW
# g ae & T gehrar gsdr g

Many hybrid journals now charge both for subscriptions and for APCs to make articles
OA.
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&S gTBTAE Seted 31 FeHHRI & T iR APCs & T gl e ofd &, dlfeh @
39T TFAH g Tl

India has the potential to reimagine the publishing ecosystem, but ONOS may reinforce
reliance on Western publishers.

AR & 9TH Jhrid IR a7 & R & daer T &7d7ar g, offdhd ONOS
gfRest yamerel o fANAT T AT F hT &

Copyright Transfers

HIARTBE TAHT

Researchers must surrender their copyrights to publishers.

TR ATHT Pl HTed HIATRISCH THIAFT I AlGel g ol

In early 2024, Taylor & Francis (T&F) signed a deal with Microsoft to use journal
content for Al training.

2024 T LT #, Taylor & Francis (T&F) & Microsoft & &I Teh HASAIT foham 2T,

S Ed S Hce F1 3T Al 9fAeT0T & fov fRar a1 @

Authors objected to unpaid use of their work for Al training.

@ Al GfIET0T F T 3% F1 & O $Eae & STk WO Adrs)
Urgent need for policies protecting researchers’ intellectual property.

RT3t & digfes Fufd @ @ & & fav Nt Hr sraegesdn

Harvard University’s Policy on Copyright
gras fafagarey & srdREe Aifa

Website: patrioticias.in
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2008: Harvard University pioneered a policy granting the university non-exclusive rights
to disseminate work of university researchers.

2008 #, Harvard University s T& sifd §118, forae faRafdeare r eeshdisi &
1A @l hollel 1 IR-TAAY HHR o]

Researchers retained the right to self-archive their work in OA repositories.

AMURATIT I el HiadT s OA RUIfolell # Fad FIfgd el &I TSN retained
o aram|

Institutes like MIT and Oxford University followed this model.

MIT 3iX Oxford University S TEAAT o 39 AISel I Glolel [haT|

ONOS could emulate these models with a nationwide ‘rights retention’ policy.
NTAHTH 38 HAlSHT HT Ueh AT HASR FIETVT AT & AT 3HeJhOT FX Hehcll
a7

Green open access could enable researchers to deposit their work in institutional
repositories immediately after publication.

M YT TFAH F MUHA3 ol 3 AT AT JhIRIT gled & e dle; FEIWTT
ROifaedl & J3 F &1 39T A
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India’s Open Access Policy

AR #T AT Teraw Afa

2014: India’s Open Access Policy requires researchers funded by Biotechnology and
Science & Technology Departments to make their work openly accessible.

2014 #, AR $1 39T vFAw Afa & dgd Tl 3 A sk digfd
femmalt @R A Meshc3it &t 39el Hidat S ol AR W 3Telstr HET
e ferar amm|

The implementation of this policy has been lackluster.
g AIfd & FAT-add HASR T gl

ONOS could have been an ideal platform to enforce this mandate.

NTANTH $& 3 I 9] el & [T ey #a g Hevall AT

Preservation of Digital Content

RfSed Fec FT TI&OT

28% of articles with DOIs are not preserved.

28% o Tiesh 9T DOls §, 3eTehT TR&TT gl fhal ST ¢

The 2023 discontinuation of Heterocycles left 17,000 articles inaccessible.
Heterocycles 9fehr s 2023 & FATCT & 17,000 oW 3fe]delstl g T |
This highlights the risks of relying solely on publishers for preservation.

IE TR T hdel GL&IUT & T T ®a & QAT & IR Faar g

Self-Reliance in Publishing

Yh1eleT H TcATARdT
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India has the resources and expertise to build a robust indigenous publishing
ecosystem.

HRA & U U Holgd Facell gerrered qifEafadr a7 sa= & fov dames 3k
Qe &l

Preprinting and data sharing should be integral parts of the publishing workflow.

MR 3T 3T A= FAT TR THhFal T 3T BEIT g1 AT

India can reduce dependence on Western publishers by investing in infrastructure for
Indian journals.

HRA ARCAT 93T & fv iy e & e ateh afResr gerrerenl o e

PN HH HT e ¢l
This would establish India as a leader in science and innovation.

W AR & AT 3R FAdER J TF aAdr & & F Tfaa fmar s qesam|
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ONOS'’s Role in Publishing
ONOS # y&mereT # faa

ONOS can be lauded for democratizing research access.

NI & AT Fr qgu FT dAlhdiTae Sl & [T TUET AT ThdT gl
ONOS should have addressed deeper structural issues in scholarly publishing.
INTANTH Y M Fehreld F G TACHS Hegal ! HAMAT AT TR AT
ONOS could have set a precedent for equitable and innovative publishing.

INTTINTE AT 3R A9 g & fov e 3eE0r TATRT T ohdl AT

Without addressing these challenges, ONOS risks becoming a costly short-term fix.

goT Al @l FfAT Fhe foetr, 3NTesied vh #gIl dlcehlioleh FATYI e Hehcll
gl
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Proudhon’s theory of mutualism: a critique
of capitalism and authoritarianism

Mutualism is seen as a form of libertarian socialism, balancing individual freedom with collective well-being. It offers a radical alternative to both

capitalism and state socialism, promoting voluntary cooperation and mutual respect

|GS Paper I: Concept of Socialism and Capitalism |

Rebecca Rose Varghese

utualism is an economic and

social theory that

emphasises voluntary

cooperation, reciprocity, and
the fair exchange of goods and services. It
advocates for a society where individuals
and communities engage in cooperative
ownership, decentralising and collectively
managing productive resources like land
or tools for the benefit of all. Such
systems would be free from central
authority and capitalist exploitation.

While property itself is not inherently
exploitative in this theory, ownership of
tools or land is acceptable, provided it
does not lead to exploitation of others.
Unlike capitalism, which profits from

labour exploitation, mutualism envisions
a system where individuals and
communities own resources for personal
and collective benefit. It also promotes
the idea of workers controlling the means
of production through cooperatives or
other voluntary associations, ensuring
that production is driven by need, not
profit. This model seeks to eliminate
hierarchical power structures and
promote equality and fairness in
economic relations.

Origins of the theory
The term “mutualism” was coined by
French philosopher Pierre-Joseph
Proudhon in the mid-19th century as part
of his broader critique of capitalism and
authoritarianism. While Proudhon is
often remembered for his declaration,
“Property is theft!” in his seminal work
What is Property? (1840), his philosophy
was more complex. Mutualism was not a
call for the outright abolition of property
but for its reimagining into a system that
serves collective well-being and fairness.
Proudhon was influenced by a secret
society of weavers, known as the
‘Mutualists’, who he encountered during
his time in Lyon in 1843. These workers
advocated for worker-led cooperative
production, envisioning a society where
factories and resources could be run by
associations of workers. They believed in
transforming society through peaceful

economic action rather than violent
revolution, challenging the centralised
political traditions of Jacobinism. Deeply
inspired by their ideas, Proudhon
adopted the term “mutualism” as a
tribute to these working-class visionaries.
His adaptation of their ideals sought to
build a decentralised society where
cooperation and reciprocity replaced
exploitation and domination.

Mutualism and property

Proudhon’s approach to property is
central to mutualist philosophy. While he
condemned capitalist property for
enabling exploitation and
monopolisation, he did not call for the
complete elimination of ownership.
Instead, he distinguished between
“property,” which allowed control over
others, and “possession,” where
individuals could use resources for
personal benefit without infringing on
others’ freedoms. This distinction is
crucial to understanding mutualism, as it
emphasises a form of ownership based on
usage rather than accumulation and
profit.

Mutualism rejected property rights
imposed by the state that perpetuated
inequality and exploitation. It advocated
for a decentralised system of voluntary
and equitable exchanges rooted in
reciprocity. Mechanisms like worker
cooperatives and shared resources were
central to aligning ownership with
fairness and collective well-being. By
balancing individual freedom with
collective solidarity, Proudhon’s theory
sought to challenge the entrenched
hierarchies of both capitalism and the
state.

Mutualism and anarchism

Rejecting state-enforced property rights,
mutualism also connects closely with
anarchism, particularly in the debate
between individualist and social
anarchism. Individual anarchists
emphasise personal autonomy and
freedom, focusing on the liberation of the
individual from state control, while social
anarchists advocate for the collective
management of resources and the

organisation of society to promote
equality and fairness. Proudhon’s work
occupies a unique space between these
two schools of thought.

While some early anarchists saw
mutualism as a form of individualist
anarchism, emphasising personal
freedom and the right to possess one’s
tools and land, others interpreted it as a
more socialist form of anarchism, in
which mutual cooperation and the
collective management of resources were
key. The tension between these
interpretations arose from Proudhon’s
view that the state, by its very nature, was
coercive and counterproductive to the
freedom of the individual. However,
Proudhon was not opposed to all forms of
collective organisation. He argued that a
mutualist society could be organised
without a state, based on cooperative
principles where people freely enter into
contracts and mutual exchanges, thus
blending both individual freedom and
collective responsibility.

The collective and the individual

The emphasis on cooperative
associations, mutual credit systems, and
workers’ control over production
demonstrates the connection between
mutualism and the collective. These ideas
aim to foster economic and social
environments based on mutual aid and
cooperation, rather than competition and
exploitation. Mutualism is also inherently
tied to the human need for cooperation.
By organising society and the economy
on the basis of shared interests and
reciprocity, mutualism seeks to build a
society where individuals are free to
pursue their own interests while
maintaining a sense of community and
mutual respect.

In General Labour History of Africa:
Workers, Employers and Governments,
20th-2Ist Centuries, Stefano Bellucci and
Andreas Eckert discuss how traditional
African societies embodied mutualistic
principles. In these communities,
communal land ownership and collective
labour were the norms, with resources
shared and production aimed at the
collective good. This reflects mutualism’s

focus on reciprocity and equitable
distribution. The chapter on African
mutualism contrasts it with neoliberalism,
noting that mutualism promotes shared
ownership, fair compensation, and
cooperation, while neoliberalism fosters
inequality. It also explores the role of
governments in either supporting or
hindering mutualistic practices across the
continent.

Mutualism was also seen as a form of
libertarian socialism, balancing individual
freedom with collective well-being. It
offered a radical alternative to both
capitalism and state socialism, promoting
voluntary cooperation and mutual
respect without centralised power or
hierarchy.

Critiques of the theory
While mutualism holds significant
revolutionary potential, it has faced
critiques on several fronts. One major
critique is that its reliance on small-scale
property ownership may not sufficiently
challenge the capitalist system’s broader
structural inequalities. Critics argue that
mutualism fails to address the
concentration of wealth and power that is
intrinsic to modern capitalist economies.
Furthermore, some question the
feasibility of creating an egalitarian
society based on voluntary cooperation,
suggesting that it may be too idealistic or
difficult to implement on a large scale.

Marxist critics contend that mutualism
does not sufficiently address the core
issues of capitalism, such as exploitation
and inequality, and fails to dismantle
capitalist relations of production. They
argue that Proudhon’s defence of small
property owners and opposition to
collectivism overlooks the realities of class
struggle, where small producers are
squeezed out by larger corporations.

Despite these criticisms, mutualism
remains a radical theory that offers an
alternative to both capitalist exploitation
and authoritarianism. While it may not
have fully resolved the challenges of
inequality and exploitation, it continues
to be a significant concept in the history
of anarchist and socialist thought.

The writer is a freelance journalist.

Proudhon’s Theory of Mutualism: A Critique of
Capitalism and Authoritarianism
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Mutualism is seen as a form of libertarian socialism, balancing
individual freedom with collective well-being.

FgIHfaeH F TAAAEE FATSEE & T # @ AT §, S Ao
TaaAar AR AERF Fearor & fiT wJerer T g

It offers a radical alternative to both capitalism and state socialism, promoting
voluntary cooperation and mutual respect.

Ig qaitarg 3R TsT FATEEmE gl & fov U #gex dfeqs GATuTe Jal & §, A
wfees At 3R gl FFATT F derar &ar gl

Origins of the Theory
fagura #ir seufa

The term “mutualism” was coined by Pierre-Joseph Proudhon in the mid-19th
century.

‘FgAfaea Uee w AA-SaE got o1 1981 § & FeT A 9107 27|

Proudhon was influenced by a secret society of weavers, known as the ‘Mutualists’.
Il gARI F TF qod FATS, IS FgGHfATTH & FAH F ST Sr g, § genfad I
They advocated for worker-led cooperative production.

3egiel HAF-Aqed dATell WEHNT Scurea 1 AT foha|

Proudhon’s philosophy called for a reimagined property system that serves collective
well-being and fairness, not exploitation.

TSl & Gl TF Gel-Fiedd W JOITell 7 3Tedlel Hal AT 5 APIfed Hedmor 3R
A & fav wH H, 7 & awoer & faw)

Mutualism and Property

Fgfasa v w@ufa
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Proudhon distinguished between property, which allows control over others, and
possession, where individuals can use resources without infringing on others’
freedoms.

gat o wufer 3 w@rfied & @ 3w fnan, orasd q@dt v fg=er fr At 8l g,
STefeh FATACT H AT FETEAT T 3T H Heohd o 60T G T FFATAT 1 Seolele
fru|

Mutualism rejects property rights imposed by the state that perpetuate inequality
and exploitation.

FIg3food TS g@RT 1Y 7T FUfy HAFRT & FFRAr § S wAmerar i aiwor
orar &

Advocates for decentralised system based on voluntary and equitable exchanges.

wiftes 3R A= E-vae R 3meRa REded vome F1 FHIT Far B
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Proposes worker cooperatives and shared resources to align ownership with
fairness and collective well-being.

H#fAF FgeY FATAAT 3R FET FHET i gEaTaTT Far § e arfica F S
3R afRF FeaorF @Y Ser o G

Mutualism and Anarchism
FgAfasH 3R IRTSHAERE

Mutualism connects closely with anarchism, particularly the debate between
individualist and social anarchism.

F3fAeH 3TsThdrare § 8fass &7 @ 537 8, [y &9 @ sgfFdard 3R qmfes

IRTSAFHAEIG & &g S84 |
Some early anarchists saw mutualism as individualist anarchism, focusing on
personal autonomy and freedom.

$ IRIAS IRSThAEEl @ F7gg3ifasa FI AfFTad) 3REwdEE & &7 7 @, 5t
safFaera Farrdar AR Taaadr W Higd ol

Others interpreted it as socialist anarchism, emphasizing cooperation and the
collective management of resources.

3T AN o SH AHIGS 3RS & 9 & FHST, S AT 3R Fameat &
AHEF T W SR ST ol

Proudhon believed that the state is coercive and counterproductive to individual
freedom, but was not opposed to collective organization.

Yol I AT AT o TeT 0 qelrehill & 3R FfFTed Facd=ar & fav gfdsd g,
AfeheT ag WHfeF Wired & TW@ell® wig! I

Advocated for mutualist society organized without a state, based on cooperative
principles.

Fggfare ¥ & v wAda fFFar o Ie7 & o wear il ov amaRa gl

Blended individual freedom and collective responsibility.

SFfFard FacdT 3R qnffesd rFAerl w1 f&eman|

The collective and the individual

THfeF IR afFaera

Website: patrioticias.in
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The emphasis on cooperative associations, mutual credit systems, and workers’
control over production demonstrates the connection between mutualism and the
collective.

gl Haraat, 3MaAT $hige gonforr, 3T AffHsT & 3cued 9 307 9T AR,
FgsfasH AN anfieFar & &9 9 # GGG A B

These ideas aim to foster economic and social environments based on mutual aid
and cooperation, rather than competition and exploitation.
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I OR e 3R AAITSIS aTaTaRorT A FeTaT &7 H 36T WA &, S IRTIRF
T 3 |gder W 3muiRa g, 7 o ufaray’ 3k eivwor 93

¢ Mutualism is also inherently tied to the human need for cooperation.
FYATATH TarsTIiden &7 W WeAWT BT AT HaRTHc § 3T 3T gl

e By organising society and the economy on the basis of shared interests and reciprocity,
mutualism seeks to build a society where individuals are free to pursue their own
interests while maintaining a sense of community and mutual respect.

AT 3R rdcgaedr & arem fgdl 3R IREIRSAT & MUR W IIeTT lh,

FHTATH Uh O FATST &1 HAATIT AT TIET § S8l eqlad 9= e Hr st
&I Il el & fIT TadT gl a1y & THer 3R IREIRE FFATT I a1 =0
™|

e In General Labour History of Africa: Workers, Employers and Governments, 20th-21st
Centuries, Stefano Bellucci and Andreas Eckert discuss how traditional African
societies embodied mutualistic principles.

General Labour History of Africa: Workers, Employers and Governments, 20th-21st

Centuries #, TG Aol 3R Tf3ae e 75 == Ha § & qRaRe b Famsit
o FggfaeH ¥ Rgual o &9 3demr)

e Inthese communities, communal land ownership and collective labour were the
norms, with resources shared and production aimed at the collective good.

5o el A, afed oA TarfAca iR AEfeE A Aol &, S8 AETT P AIST
foham arm 3R 3cUiee @1 3687 Ao HelTs Tl

¢ This reflects mutualism’s focus on reciprocity and equitable distribution.
g FYIATATH & IRETRFAT 3 FAE R{awor ¥ e Fiod s @1 glfar g

e The chapter on African mutualism contrasts it with neoliberalism, noting that
mutualism promotes shared ownership, fair compensation, and cooperation, while
neoliberalism fosters inequality.

Hmmgmwmwsﬁmﬁmﬁgmm%,wmmgwﬁ:
FgfasH aren e, sfa gamas, 3R @A A Ferdr ST g, Safh
e AT & Iarar &ar Bl

o It also explores the role of governments in either supporting or hindering mutualistic
practices across the continent.

Ig FETCAT R H AR 1 s1fHamr v off S e §, S FggsifeeH wusi
ALY FA AT 3o Uehad H Bl g

e Mutualism was also seen as a form of libertarian socialism, balancing individual
freedom with collective well-being.

FIHTATH T TIATAEET GHATSEIG & &7 H 8 q@T 97 A1, S A fFqera Faam AR
AR HomE & AT Helel Tl &

o |t offered a radical alternative to both capitalism and state socialism, promoting
voluntary cooperation and mutual respect without centralised power or hierarchy.

S8 Gollarg 3R TeT FATSEIG el o T Ueh 337 depfoush AT G&dd fonar, S
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Critiques of the theory
fageia $r srargan
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While mutualism holds significant revolutionary potential, it has faced critiques on
several fronts.

STafe FgfaeH # Agcaqol HfAERT &aar &, 38 w3 Al o Telassit 1 qrHeT
AT 93T B

One major critique is that its reliance on small-scale property ownership may not
sufficiently challenge the capitalist system’s broader structural inequalities.

U YA A I6 & 6 50d 8t W wufy Farfied W HeRar qehardy
YoITell Y SATIF FIAATCHS FWATAAIHT T 9IS &9 & el 761 & Fehell &

Critics argue that mutualism fails to address the concentration of wealth and power
that is intrinsic to modern capitalist economies.

TR & FHgal § o Fgfaes 30 wuft X afea & Fheor 1 d@afta e A
fawer Y& &, S MY YEiardr srfeaavanst f fawar g
Furthermore, some question the feasibility of creating an egalitarian society based on

voluntary cooperation, suggesting that it may be too idealistic or difficult to implement
on a large scale.

SHH AT, O ool Fafesd HeAIT W TR FATTAEET FATST ol I cTIgric
R FAT 3314 &, TE FIAT & gU o Tg 9gd ey &1 Fehell & A1 99 el W

oITa] LT HideT g1 Hehl &

Marxist critics contend that mutualism does not sufficiently address the core issues of
capitalism, such as exploitation and inequality, and fails to dismantle capitalist
relations of production.

AFHATE TS Ig dh A & [ FqgATaH Yoliaig & Hel Heal, S awor 3R
IHATAT, T GHCT & & FTA AT R &, 3R geliardl eurgar Faet sl Fared
e A fawer W@ B

They argue that Proudhon’s defence of small property owners and opposition to
collectivism overlooks the realities of class struggle, where small producers are
squeezed out by larger corporations.

3T Fgell & [ Y&t 1 B wufar anforet 7 T 3R geeriae & wfd o a9t
TEY FT JEATTRATIT P ARG IAT &, ST BIC 3G T8I HYTIl GaRT 18T
< feu s 1

Despite these criticisms, mutualism remains a radical theory that offers an alternative to
both capitalist exploitation and authoritarianism.

1 AT & STaslg, FIgHTaeH Uh 397 eyl ST g3 & St gefarar ayor ik
AT St & fAT U fadhed g T Bl
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e While it may not have fully resolved the challenges of inequality and exploitation, it
continues to be a significant concept in the history of anarchist and socialist thought.

STafeh ag IwATTAT 3R awor f AT T @ aE ¥ gl FAG H IR ¢, T§
IreTRaTarel 3R FATSraE! RARYRT & Sfagm # T Agcaqul HIUROT §aT g37 ¢

Deals for 26 Rafale-M jets, 3 Scorpene
submarines to be signed: Navy chief

[GS Paper Il Internal Security|

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Navy chief Admiral Dinesh
Tripathi on Monday ack-
nowledged that the coun-
try’s second nuclear ballis-
tic missile submarine, INS
Arighaat, successfully fired
a Submarine Launched
Ballistic Missile (SLBM) a
few days back. In another
important remark on the
country’s strategic nuclear
programme, he said the
first of the two nuclear at-
tack submarines (SSN) to
be indigenously designed
and manufactured is ex-
pected to be ready by
2036-37.

Two multi-billion dollar
deals under negotiation
with France to procure 26
Rafale-M fighter jets and
three additional Scorpene-
class conventional subma-
rines are in advanced stag-
es and could be signed
next month, the Navy chief

India is in negotiation with France over a multi-billion dollar deal to
procure 26 Rafale-M fighter jets soon. K. MURALI KUMAR

said in response to a ques-
tion at the annual press
conference ahead of Navy
Day.

“It is just matter of com-
pleting the formalities of
the acquisition process
and we expect that if not
this month, next month
hopefully, this [Scorpéne
submarines] and Rafale-M
deals should be signed.”

On the deal for 26 Ra-

fale-M jets, he said it was
“one level short of taking it
to the CCS [Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security]” for
clearance, which will be
followed by contract-sign-
ing. “It is a government-to-
government deal and
hence I expect it to happen
fast,” he said.

The deal for three Scor-
pene submarines is a re-
peat order to Mazagon

Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDL), which is building
them in partnership with
Naval Group of France. Of
the six submarines from
the earlier contract, five
have been inducted and
the last one is expected to
be commissioned later this
month.

On the nuclear ballistic
missile submarines (SSBN),
Admiral Tripathi said the
first one, INS Arihant, had
done a number of deter-
rence patrols.

The second, INS Arigh-
aat, which was commis-
sioned recently, is under-
going trials, including
missile test, he said.

“We did carry out test of
missile... Launch was suc-
cessful. Concerned agen-
cies are examining as to
what trajectory the missile
took,” he said on the recent
K4 SLBM test with a range
of 3,500 km from INS
Arighaat.

Deals for 26 Rafale-M jets, 3 Scorpene submarines to
be signed: Navy chief

26 Ihel-TA Sie, 3 Fhdlel gagfeaal & Hld o granr
gl AT vHE

e Navy chief Admiral Dinesh Tripathi confirmed that INS Arighaat, the second nuclear
ballistic missile submarine, successfully fired a Submarine Launched Ballistic
Missile (SLBM) a few days ago.

AT gAE TSR feerer By o gite v f INS aifere, gl i dfafes
o gagedl, 7o e ygd gawdiar diea fARers Aama (SLBM) & awherargds
BRI &I
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o The first of two nuclear attack submarines (SSN) to be indigenously designed and
manufactured is expected to be ready by 2036-37.

&eT 7 A gHAATER gIgfeadt (SSN) & Teor H § U &1 ool 9 ¥ fBoseT
IR AT == fr 374 2036-37 T §l

e Two multi-billion dollar deals with France for 26 Rafale-M fighter jets and 3 additional
Scorpene-class conventional submarines are in advanced stages of negotiation.
These could be signed next month.

WIH & AU 26 WHA-UA a31F siew 3N 3 IfaRea widia-aarw aruls gegfeaat &
foT &r 3RET STeR & Hig aIadid & 3eodd RO H g1 T 30T Al gEAT&TR gl
ghd gl

e The Rafale-M deal is "one level short of taking it to the CCS (Cabinet Committee on

Security)" for clearance, expected to be fast due to the government-to-government
nature of the deal.

WHS-TH FiaT " CCS (Ffaae FAA 30 RFRA)" & 987 Ay & v o= @ s
TR Ugd g, 3N THER & TWHR & dHig & HROT 38 doft § QU fHar s develr 2

e The deal for the three Scorpene submarines is a repeat order to Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd. (MDL), in partnership with Naval Group of France.

it widler gergfeaat &1 dier Agene stw Rafdesd fAfARs (MDL) &1 v o 3meer
g, ST I & Adel 9 ATY AFEN H g

o Five out of the six Scorpene submarines from the earlier contract have been inducted,
and the last one is expected to be commissioned later this month.

UEel & IHJaY § g FhIdleT YaAgleadi A & urer d Gar F A fRAr ST T g,
3R A veAgedl 30 FEA & A F FHI gl f 3FAE B

e Regarding nuclear ballistic missile submarines (SSBN), the first one, INS Arihant,
has completed several deterrence patrols.

afdr HAfeew Pame gagleaal (SSBN) & o #, ugd u=gedl INS 3REaT o $
foRrerss e o i g

e The second INS Arighaat is undergoing trials, including a missile test, with a
successful launch of the K4 SLBM, which has a range of 3,500 km.

g@{r INS 3rfeme wderont & TR W &, Sad v frarger adiaor o e g, e
K4 SLBM & %ol J&iquT g3, g I 3,500 fRT
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Oxford study lauds
PRAGATTI system for
fast-tracking projects

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

[GS Paper II: Governance

A study by Oxford Univer-
sity’s Said Business School
has lauded Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s PRAGATI
infrastructure monitoring
system for accelerating
340 projects worth $205
billion across the country
and bringing about eco-
nomic transformation.

The study titled “From
gridlock to growth: how
leadership enables India’s
PRAGATI ecosystem to
power progress” was auth-
ored by Soumitra Dutta,
dean at the SBS, and co-
authored by associate fel-
low Mukul Pandya. It was
presented at a symposium
hosted by the Indian Insti-
tute of Management, Ban-
galore, on Monday.

The study looked at fac-
tors including close moni-
toring of infrastructure
projects and their comple-
tion since 2015 through the
PRAGATI system, an acro-
nym for Pro-Active Gover-
nance and Timely Imple-
mentation of projects.

“The platform symbolis-
es India’s commitment to
overcoming bureaucratic
inertia and fostering a
Team India mindset and
culture of accountability
and efficiency,” says the re-
port.  “PRAGATI  has
brought together diverse
stakeholders from Central

The report says that
PRAGATI system
symbolises India’s
commitment to

overcoming
bureaucratic inertia

and State governments on-
to a single platform and
this collaborative approach
has been instrumental in
addressing some of the
complex challenges in in-
frastructure development,
from land acquisition to in-
ter-ministerial coordina-
tion,” the report says.

The report adds that the
economic impact of PRA-
GATI is evident. According
to studies by the Reserve
Bank of India and the Na-
tional Institute of Public Fi-
nance and Policy, for every
rupee spent on infrastruc-
ture, India sees a gain of
2.5 to 33.5 in GDP. “By
fast-tracking projects that
provide services like roads,
railways, water, and elec-
tricity, PRAGATI has im-
proved the quality of life
for millions of Indians. It
has incorporated sustaina-
bility into its core opera-
tions, facilitated faster en-
vironmental clearances
and promoted the use of
green technologies. This
holistic approach ensures
that India’s development is
both inclusive and sustain-
able,” the report says.

Oxford study lauds PRAGATI
system for fast-tracking
projects

HTFAPIS eTTT o PRAGATI
QUITell T TXIET 1 IRIIST=3it
I cafa varfa & e

e A study by Oxford University’s Said Business
School has lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
PRAGATI infrastructure monitoring system for
accelerating 340 projects worth $205 billion across
the country and bringing about economic
transformation.

AtFanrs fraficarea & ds Reww w&a & sreags
o TUHAT g AN FY PRAGATI 1T e
TRt gurrel & TrEe @ g, faeT g der #7340
qRAISTATSHT T ol & 9] foham TSieTehl et shreAc

$205 faferaer & 3R 3nfde aRadsr amm|

e The study titled “From gridlock to growth: how
leadership enables India’s PRAGATI ecosystem to
power progress” was authored by Soumitra Dutta,
dean at the SBS, and coauthored by associate fellow
Mukul Pandya.

3eqTeT FT AfNF “From gridlock to growth: how
leadership enables India’s PRAGATI ecosystem to

power progress” 2T, IS GI3f&=T &4r, SBS & 34,

ﬁtmmﬁwq@ﬁmml

e The study was presented at a symposium hosted
by the Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore,
on Monday.

g I WHARX T ARAT T FEYTeT, F9T0[S
CaRT RS Teh TIMSSr # wedd fohar arm |

e The study looked at factors including close
monitoring of infrastructure projects and their
completion since 2015 through the PRAGATI system,

an acronym for Pro-Active Governance and Timely
Implementation of projects.

AT H 2015 T PRAGATI YOTTell & HATEIH &

SRAAIEY grar IRASTAINT T AT TR AR 3ot quiar & deat WA fGam
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1T, S "Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation of projects” T &falcd &9

gl

e “The platform symbolises India’s commitment to overcoming bureaucratic inertia and
fostering a Team India mindset and culture of accountability and efficiency,” says the
report.

RaE Fgeh €, "8 TeleWwld ARA i T8 gfdeeydr ude § & g aAteeamdt f sgar
P IR P §C A AT AFRASAT IR SAATEET TAT ST B FEPpIA Y FQrar &
T 2l

e “PRAGATI has brought together diverse stakeholders from Central and State
governments onto a single platform and this collaborative approach has been

instrumental in addressing some of the complex challenges in infrastructure
development, from land acquisition to inter-ministerial coordination,” the report says.

RO &g 8, "PRAGATI & FT 3R Tew WERT & Affest Raurs & v #a
T 8, 3R 38 HEANMcAS Tieeshivol o JfAGIT eran fawrd i $o sifee gatfaat
I HATHTT o H Ageaqul A s 8, S T off srfeegor @ oy 3ae-
HATRAT HHAT T "

e According to studies by the Reserve Bank of India and the National Institute of Public

Finance and Policy, for every rupee spent on infrastructure, India sees a gain of ¥2.5 to
%3.5in GDP.

e e d iR oedir i e 3k Aifa dvae & eage & 3eER, ) U
AT AT e W T el W AR A T2.5F 3.5 Ah T NS H et gierm g

e “By fast-tracking projects that provide services like roads, railways, water, and
electricity, PRAGATI has improved the quality of life for millions of Indians.

"#5F, I, It 3R el Sl 99T Sae e arelr IRATSIST F caRd 9 & AL
&, PRAGATI & &Gl #RAAT & Siae T8 &/ gur fomar g1

e It has incorporated sustainability into its core operations, facilitated faster
environmental clearances and promoted the use of green technologies.

SHA 3N HET HrEvuTel H Ruar w1 gARd fhar g, atael At A dsl o=
1 giaer ger= @1 § iR R wleifafrat & soamr @ sear g &

e This holistic approach ensures that India’s development is both inclusive and
sustainable,” the report says.

g FHA TR Ig GARad Far § fF aRa @1 e gamaah ik R et @y
RAE & wgr 1= T
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Biden pardons son Hunter
despite past pledges not to

President’s pardon covers ‘offences against the U.S. which Hunter has committed or ‘may have

committed or taken part in during the period from January 1, 2014 through December 1, 2024’

|GS Paper Il: Comparison of Indian Constitution

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

.S. President Joe Bi-
Uden pardoned his
son, Hunter, spar-

ing the younger Mr. Biden
a possible prison sentence
for federal felony gun and
tax convictions and revers-
ing his past promises not to
use the extraordinary pow-
ers of the presidency for
the benefit of his family.
The Democratic Presi-
dent had previously said
he would not pardon his
son or commute his sen-
tence after convictions in
the two cases in Delaware
and California. The move
on Sunday night comes

Biden pardons son Hunter

Family first: The U.S. President’s decision comes weeks before
Hunter Biden was set to receive his punishment. REUTERS

weeks before Hunter Biden
was set to receive his pun-
ishment after his trial con-
viction in the gun case and
guilty plea on tax charges.

It caps a long-running
legal saga for the younger
Mr. Biden, who publicly
disclosed he was under
federal investigation in De-

a8 of 39 d9¢ §eX I AP THaT

U.S. President Joe Biden pardoned his son, Hunter Biden, sparing
him a possible prison sentence for federal felony gun and tax
convictions, reversing his past promises not to use presidential

cember 2020.

In a statement released
on Sunday evening, Mr. Bi-
den said, “I believe in the
justice system, but as I
have wrestled with this, I
also believe raw politics
has infected this process
and it led to a miscarriage
of justice.”

The President's sweep-
ing pardon covers not just
the gun and tax offences
against the younger Mr. Bi-
den, but also any other “of-
fences against the United
States which he has com-
mitted or may have com-
mitted or taken part in dur-
ing the period from
January 1, 2014 through De-
cember 1, 2024.”

powers for his family's benefit.

AN Tseufd S 9188 A YA AT g A3 P ATH fhaT, FHR
38 ¥ Il §RAUR ik FX Iwet ¥ v @wfag S i Fer @
TUTT 31T, 3R 3@l 39T IRAR & o & fow Iseufa Y afeaar a1
39YNT F FIA & IS qd dral H gere f&=7m

o The Democratic President had previously said he would not pardon his son or commute
his sentence after convictions in the two cases in Delaware and California.
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SHRICH TSeUfd o Ugel Fgl AT 5 I sl S T HATH g7 HLdl IT 3ARAT 3R
FAPAIT A & AFAT H W ST S &SI 3T Toll Dl T el BT

e The move on Sunday night came weeks before Hunter Biden was set to receive his
punishment after his trial conviction in the gun case and guilty plea on tax charges.

AR TT FT I§ FeA 3T FHAI 3T IAT S gl 91557 Hl gIAAR AHS H 3797
% fAgfr 3R a0 IRIdl Wt THFR A & 1E 39l For Aol arelr oA

e It caps a long-running legal saga for the younger Mr. Biden, who publicly disclosed he
was under federal investigation in December 2020.

TE o AT W Tl Tl Fefell oIsls 1 AT Xl g, s oI AT agse o
grdeifaes & F fFaT 2020 & Ig sarar o1 & 98 ¥6T Siw & dgd A
e In a statement released on Sunday evening, Mr. Biden said, “I believe in the justice

system, but as | have wrestled with this, | also believe raw paolitics has infected this
process and it led to a miscarriage of justice.”

Waar e o S T S & S 195 F gl "HY A YoTell WX faeard g,
AftheT ST Aol sH@ Fuy fovar, dr et I8 off favarw ¢ o weeht Uarelfa & sa gfshan
T THAC fHIT & AR ST 7 FT AT g3TI"

e« The President's sweeping pardon covers not just the gun and tax offences against the
younger Mr. Biden, but also any other offences against the United States which he
has committed or may have committed or taken part in during the period from January
1, 2014 through December 1, 2024.

TSeqfy T AT ATH F dhad BIC A 83T & el efAAR 3 FT 3rqret
el FCT ¢, Sioch SHH WIFd U FANFT F @AE U 10 37 IroRrer off
aifAe §, S 3egiad 1 SiaAadl 2014 ¥ 1 RQ¥eR 2024 g fhu § ar forw & ¥ & a1
SofenT fEar | &l
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Department of Conservation shows rangers
beside what appears to be the carcass of a rare
spade-toothed whale after it was discovered
washed ashore on a beach near Taieri Mouth,
New Zealand. aFP

Scientists in
NZ gather to
decode puzzle
of rarest whale

Associated Press
IGS Paper lll: Environment |

It is the world’s rarest whale, with only
seven of its kind ever spotted. Almost
nothing is known about the enigmatic
species. But on Monday a small group of
scientists and cultural experts in New
Zealand clustered around a near-perfectly
preserved spade-toothed whale hoping to
decode decades of mystery.

“I can’t tell you how extraordinary it
is,” said Anton van Helden, senior marine
science adviser for New Zealand’s
conservation agency, who gave the
spade-toothed whale its name to
distinguish it from other beaked species.

Van Helden has studied beaked whales
for 35 years, but Monday was the first
time he has participated in a dissection of
the spade-toothed variety. In fact, the
careful study of the creature, which
washed up dead on a New Zealand beach
in July, is the first ever to take place.

None has ever been seen alive at sea.

The list of what scientists don’t know
about spade-toothed whales is longer
than what they do know. They don’t know
where in the ocean the whales live, why
they’ve never been spotted in the wild, or
what their brains look like. All beaked
whales have different stomach systems,
and researchers don’t know how the
spade-toothed kind processes its food.

Over the next week, researchers
studying the 5-metre male at a research
centre near Dunedin hope to find out.

“There may be parasites completely
new to science that just live in this whale,”
said van Helden, who thrilled at the
chance of learning how the species
produces sound and what it eats. “Who
knows what we’ll discover?” Only six
other spade-toothed whales have ever
been found, but all those discovered
intact were buried before DNA testing
could verify their identification.
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The dissection will be slower
than usual, because it is being
undertaken in partnership with
the Maori, for whom whales are
a precious treasure, and the
creature will be treated with the
reverence afforded to an
ancestor

New Zealand is a whale-stranding
hotspot, with more than 5,000 episodes
recorded since 1840, according to the
Department of Conservation. The first
spade-toothed whale bones were found in
1872 on New Zealand’s Pitt Island.
Another discovery was made at an
offshore island in the 1950s, and the
bones of a third were found on Chile’s
Robinson Crusoe Island in 1986.

DNA sequencing in 2002 proved that
all three specimens were of the same
species and that it was distinct from other
beaked whales. But researchers studying
the mammal couldn’t confirm whether
the species was extinct until 2010, when
two whole spade-toothed whales, both
dead, washed up on a New Zealand
beach.

On Monday, the seventh of its kind,
surrounded by white-aproned scientists
who were measuring and photographing,
appeared relatively unblemished, giving
no clue about its death. Researchers
pointed out marks from cookiecutter
sharks — normal, they said, and not the
cause.

The dissection will be quiet,
methodical, and slower than usual,
because it is being undertaken in
partnership with Maori, New Zealand’s
Indigenous people. To Maori, whales are
a precious treasure, and the creature will
be treated with the reverence afforded to
an ancestor.
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Scientists in NZ gather to decode puzzle of rarest
whale

7ggitels # dwfa geler sgar &1 Tt oz F fav
THhT 8ld &

e ltis the world’s rarest whale, with only
seven of its kind ever spotted. Almost
nothing is known about the enigmatic
species.

Ig gferar A ga® g g g, foraeh
1 & Tl A d ¢dr 9IS &1 3Hh
EEIAA ol & IR H o967 Fo Y
oT&T STelT ST

e« On Monday, a small group of scientists
and cultural experts in New Zealand

gathered around a near-perfectly
preserved spade-toothed whale hoping to decode decades of mystery.

qeltdls # AR &I, dTfent AR ARpiden AT &1 Teh BT Hog Teh ofamsmaT
7l e § WA FIS-gT gl & IRT AR FHCST g3, Fg 3FAIG Lt g0 foh @
Rl QRIAT T[T FeleT Fehal|

« Anton van Helden, senior marine science adviser for New Zealand’s conservation

agency, gave the spade-toothed whale its name to distinguish it from other beaked
species.

qeliels & WIETor Toie & aRvs Goel faael HollgehR Ueld 3o gesd o TUS-¢U
el FI 3T Sih dTell TSNTAdl & el Tgdlelel o TolU SHDT ATH AT

e Van Helden has studied beaked whales for 35 years, but Monday was the first time he
has participated in a dissection of the spade-toothed variety.

deT gesel o 35 WTel oI &lh dTell cgell l LTI Tohdl &, wfchel HIHAR FI Ugell IR
3ogiel TUS-CY Yol T ANIN S 7 7 for|

e This careful study of the creature, which washed up dead on a New Zealand beach in
July, is the first ever to take place.

$H YOl T HEUAYdH eI, S JaTs H 7qids & TF qAg d¢ W A 9rdr I
AT, Tg Ugell HidT § STd VAT 3eqTT fohar ST T@T gl

¢ None of these whales has ever been seen alive at sea.
5o cgall ¥ s o T wopg I Shfaa &1 qar = &

e The list of what scientists don’t know about spade-toothed whales is longer than what
they do know.

S et A TETT R & AR F AG TS & I G 5 A § A
3 ST &

B

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

o They don’t know where in the ocean the whales live, why they’ve never been spotted in
the wild, or what their brains look like.

3¢ IF 61 9T F Bl WAG H FET WGl 6, FAT Sow FIN SHaTel H AGT G@T IAT, AT
ZeAch fGATT I T Har g B

e All beaked whales have different stomach systems, and researchers don’'t know how the
spade-toothed kind processes its food.

et i arel ol T I dF T JUTST 3@T-37e19T gidl &, 31 Meehar Ig =gt
ST o TUS-CY ol 3T Hielel 8 Tardr g

¢ Over the next week, researchers studying the 5-meter male at a research center near
Dunedin hope to find out.

IR HeaTE A, FABT & I Ueh IFHUT e F AT HY @ Aerehedl 5 He o
A gl & dR H Sl d 3FHIG F @ Bl

e “There may be parasites completely new to science that just live in this whale,” said van
Helden.

3T goseT o gl, "$H gl H WSHAl gl Hehd & ST faalet & foT qff awg & «v g1
¢ “Who knows what we’ll discover?”

e Only six other spade-toothed whales have ever been found, but all those discovered
intact were buried before DNA testing could verify their identification.

T T haol B g TIS-CY el &1 TS IS 8, dAfehet S 8 qUT &7 @ uig 778 o,
3o¢ SIUAT GHETT & 3T Ygdled AU 8l & Ug el Y 6T AT AT|

e New Zealand is a whale-stranding hotspot, with more than 5,000 episodes recorded
since 1840, according to the Department of Conservation.

IS U Sga-Tef3eT gICTUIC o, STaT 1840 & TG ¥ 5,000 H 318w weaAv Repis &
7§ &, Sk 5 EReToT T & e

e The first spade-toothed whale bones were found in 1872 on New Zealand’s Pitt Island.
TECl TIS-CY gl T g3 1872 F +giiels & e amgels W a5 a5 o

e Another discovery was made at an offshore island in the 1950s, and the bones of a third
were found on Chile’s Robinson Crusoe Island in 1986.

T 3R @I 1950s # T i &1 # AT 15, 3R A gl Fr gsfsar 1986 #
el & Afemwa ga amgds W oS TS|

o DNA sequencing in 2002 proved that all three specimens were of the same species
and that it was distinct from other beaked whales.

2002 # ST IFFAC A Ig Fifad fhar for & el 7o v € gonfa & & 3R =@
3T dieh drell egell & 3fefer |

e Butresearchers couldn’t confirm whether the species was extinct until 2010, when two
whole spade-toothed whales, both dead, washed up on a New Zealand beach.

et M3l F Fg YRe 787 i M & Ig vyt 2010 A faqedt g a1 off, 5/
ar qfr TISTF ¢, AT A, TS F TH FHF dC W TS IS
¢ On Monday, the seventh of its kind, surrounded by white-aproned scientists who were

measuring and photographing, appeared relatively unblemished, giving no clue about its
death.
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AIAIR T, §HHT Flerdl ogel, ST Fhe THT Tged §U Janforont & oy g5 o S A
IR B X @ A, 30eTHd [T gervest & Rws &, S sw@h 7eg F av

H PIS Fohd oAl THel|

e Researchers pointed out marks from cookiecutter sharks — normal, they said, and not
the cause.
MEHATIHT o FhIHhee AH & FAWT @V - A, ST 361 Fel, H T 7 1
HROT gl |

e The dissection will be quiet, methodical, and slower than usual, because it is being
undertaken in partnership with Maori, New Zealand’s Indigenous people.

AR ST AT, SAed 3N G & el g, wife 58 A, ~geils &
3nfearet oel & @y Arsler A fhar S W@ gl

e To Maori, whales are a precious treasure, and the creature will be treated with the
reverence afforded to an ancestor.

AN & T, Sgol Teh 33T Wil g, 3R 38 9ol &1 Ueh qdal & HFA & A1Y
TFEATIA foham Sream|
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